This is a unique reloading/information manual. It 
contains currently available data regarding loading information 
tor this individual cartridge. This data is compiled from tire 
leading U.S. Bullet and gunpowder manufacturers. 

This manual is not intended to replace the many 
comprehensive, in-depth reloading manuals available from a 
host of publishers, but instead provide you widi a quick and 
easy-to-use reference source which will enable you to compare 
loads, types of powders, bullets and shot charges for 
components'you may have on hand. 

I.oadbooks USA, Inc., also offers the following 
cartridges in this series of unique One Book/One Caliber 
reloading manuals: .22 Hornet, .220 Swift, .222 Remington, 
.223 Remington, .22-250 Remington, .225 Winchester, .243 
Winchester, .244/6mm Remington, 6.5x55 Swedish, .25-06 
Remington, .250-3000 Savage, .270 Winchester, 7x57 
Mauser, 7mm-08 Remington, .280 Remington, .284 
Winchester, 7mm Remington Magnum, 7.62x39mm, 
7.62x54mm Russian, .30-30 Winchester, .303 British, .308 
Winchester. .30-06 Springfield, .300 Winchester Magnum, 
.300 Weatherby Magnum, .300 Savage, 30/40 Krag, .300 & 
.375 II & H Magnum, .338 Winchester Magnum, 8mm 
Remington Magnum, 8mm/06 & .338/06, 8mm Mauser, .356 
& .358 Winchester, .35 Whelen, .35 Remington & .350 
Remington Magnum, .375 & .458 Winchester, .444 Marlin, 
.45-70 Government, .25 & .32 A.C.P., .32 H&R Magnum, 
.380 ACP, 9mm Luger, .38 Super, .38. Special, .357 
Magnum, 10mm/.41 Auto, .41 Magnum, .44 Magnum, .44 
Special, .45 ACP, .45 Colt, .454 Casull, and The Weatherby 
Magnums covering 10 different Weatherby calibers. 

There's also two shotshell books for tire 12 Gauge, and 
the 20/28 Gauge and .410 bore. Plus there’s a large reloading 
manual covering 30 calibers for the Thompson/Ceuter 
Contender single-shot pistol and the Remington XP-100 pistol. 

Online Ordering http ://vvww. load bosks .com 
Published by Loadbooks USA, Inc. 

PrirUed in the United States 



n t u> Rook / One Lalibei 


Containing Unabridged Information 
from U.Sv Bullet * 
_and Powder Makers 


Accurate * Alliant * Hodgdon * IJornady 
IMR * Lyman * Nosier * RCBS * Scot 
Sierra * Speer * Winchester and Others 


1484 Proven & Tested Loads 
39 Various Bullet Designs 
49 Different Powders 

























SHOOTER’S LOG 


Hornady Bullets 


45 LONG COLT 
(Ruger & T/C Only) 


BULLET DIAMETER: 
MAXIMUM C.O.L.: 
MAX. CASE LENG Tl I 
CASE TRIM LENGTH 


PISTOL: T/C CONTENDER 
BARREL: 10". 1 in 22" TWIST 
CASE: WINCHESTER 
PRIMER: WINCHESTER WLP 


out of the case during recoil 


1 


m 

it* 

m 
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.45 Colt - Hounady Bullets 

(RUGER & T/C ONLyT 


SEjO GRAIINJ BULLETS: 


SECTIONAL. DENSITY: 
DIAMETER: 


945200 HP/XTP 
Ballistic Coefficient — .146 
C.O.L. — 1.535" 



M 

m 

» 

ii 

m 

nr 

hi 

m 



VELOCITY 


I’OWDER 

1000 fps 

1050 Ips 

1100 fps - 

1150 fps 

1200 fps 

1250 fps 

1300 fps 

2400 

14.3 gr. 

14 8 gr, 

15.4 gr. 

15.9 gr. 




AA#<S 

13.6 gr. 

14.4 gr. 

15.2 gr. 

: 16.0; gr. 




H4227 

15.7 gr. 

16.4 gr. 

17.2 gr. 

1B.0 gr. 




WIN 296 



17.3 yr. 

18.3 yr. 

19.3 yr. 

20.3 tjr. 

21;3:yr.: 

IMR 4227 

17.9 gr. 

18.7 gr. 

19.5 gr. 

20.2 yr, 

21:0 gr 



MP 5744 

ie 4 gr. 

19.1 gr. 

19.7 yr. 

20.4 gr. 

21.0 gr. 




Indicates maximum load - use with caution 
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.45 Colt - IIornady Bullets 


. 060 - 


.512 


- 1 . 285 - 


~T 

.480 


45 LONG COLT 

PISTOL: RUGEH BISLEY BLACKHAWK BULLET DIA.: ,451'-.452“ 

BARREL: 7V, 1 in 16“ TWIST MAXIMUM C.O.L.: 1.600“ 

CASE: WINCHESTER MAX. CASE LENGTH: 1.285“ 

PRIMER: WINCHESTER WLR CASE TRIM LENGTH: 1.275“ 

This century old cartridge was originally chambered in Colt's famous 
Teacemaleer,and enjoyed an illustrious career in (he Old West. II 
declined in favor as double action revolvers came to dominate the 
handgun scene, but has managed to recapture shooter interest as 
single actions have staged a comeback. It is also currently chambered 
in Winchester M94 and Marlin 1894S lever actions. 

The 45 Colt (or sometimes the 45 Long Colt) cartridge lias been loaded 
since 1873 with various amounts of black and smokeless powders and 
bullets of different weights and designs. 

Shooting jacketed IIornady pistol bullets in the 45 Colt, we were able 
to reach (and safely!) 950 fps with our 250 gr. HP/XTP and Accurate 
Anns excellent 1/9 pistol powder. At such a velocity the big Long Colt 
slug carries 500 ft.-lbs. of muzzle energy, substantial performance from 
a cartridge so ancient. We definitely do not recommend a steady diet 
of such steamy loads in most single actions, for they do tend to loosen 
tilings up inside. And of course we never recommend that any shooter 
with any firearm start with the maximum listed load; top loads must 
be worked up carefully to insure that they'll be safe with the com¬ 
ponents and firearm the shooter is using. 

This data can be used in older Colts in good condition and replica 
reproduction models from other manufacturers. 




.45 Colt - Hornady bullets 


230 G RAIN BULLETS: _ 

SECTIONAL DENSITY! 
DI AMETER: 

#4517 FMJ-RN 
Ballistic Coefficient — .1 S4 
C.O.L. — “1 .BOO" 

#451 B FMJ-FP 
Ballistic Coefficient — .1 6B 
C.O.L. — 1.550- 


VELOCITY 


POWDER 

800 fps 

850 fps 

900 fps 

950 fps 

1000 fps 

1050 fps 

700-X 

5.5 gr. 

6.0 gr. 

6,5 gr 




Bullseye 

6.2 gr. 

6.5 gr. 

6,6 gr. 

% 



Unique 

7.5 gr. 

7.8 gr. 

8.2 gr. 

8.5 gr. 


2400 

13.2 gr. 

13.5 gr. 

13.8 gr. 

14.2 gr. 

14.6 gr. 

14.9 gr. 

AA #9 


14.3 gr. 

14,8 gr. 

15.3 gr. 

15.8 gr. 

16.3 gr. 

WIN 296 

16.0 gr. 

16.4 gr. 

16.8 gr. 

17.3 gr 

17.7 gr. 

18 ? gr. 

IMR 4227 

16.5 gr. 

17.0 gr, 

17.6 gr. 

18.1 gr. 

18.7 gr. 


MP 5744 


16.1 gr. 

17.5 gr. 

. : 18,7 gr. 




Indicates maximum load - use with caution 
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.45 Colt - Nosi er Bullets 


Jf he .45 Coll is one of four ol 
& the most famous American 
J8- cartridges of all time {.‘IS 
Colt, .45-70, .45 ACT>, .30-06), 
and its legendary status is well 
deserved. 


to trie manufacturer and ask for 
a cylinder with .452 throats. They 
will be glad to help, as they are 
aware of this. 

I know Unique is the old 
standard powder and it is accurate, 
but (here are cleaner powders just 
as accurate. 


It conjures up images from 


the Little th 


Horn (o tin 


Rhine. H can he the Yukon. 


loaded to roar like a lion with 
the old original L/O grain black- 
powder, (or purr like a kitten with 
a powder such as W 23 L), it is the 
fathei of the .454 Casull. 

It can be wonderfully accurate. 
The most important thing about 
reloading the .45 Colt tor accuracy 
is ihe dimension o( your cylinder 
throats. They must not be over 
.452 for jacketed bullets. If yout 
cylinder is oversize, send it back 


Htink is a slriger/son$\vriicr nnJ admtra 
of Coil Single Action Army revolvers. 


RIFLE: 

Barrel. 

Douglas 





Length: 

7.25" 





Twist: 

1 16’ 




CASE: 


Winchester 



_ 

PRIMER: 


Rem. 2'!z 

,i - 

— 

— 


Comments from the lab ____ - 

T he .45 Colt has been around long enough (nearly 125 years) In 
have outlived many different firearm designs. For this reason, we list 

two sets of data for this cartridge. 

The data listed here was developed specifically in meet tire needs 
of lire Colt Single Action Army revolver, and replicas. I here is a strong 
propensity among reloaders to load this round beyond the strength 

limits of the firearm. , 

Do not exceed the maximum charge weights listed here unless you 

are shooting a Roger, or a T/C Contender. 

If you have an older fireatnt, or are unsure as to the condition oi 
your firearm, we strongly recommend having it thoroughly inspected 
by a competent gunsmith before use. 

' As always with a revolver cartridge, we recommend a good rol. crimp 
lo hold the bullet in place, and help achieve consistent ignition. We 
have had great rcsulis with ihe following procedure: 

• Seal the bullet to where you can just see the top edge of the 

cannelure. , , ., 

• Adjust your crimp so that the case mouth is deforming the ridges 

in the cannelure and biting clear to the bottom oi the groove. 



















45 Colt - Nosler Bullets 


nosier 

250 Grain 

'Mta* Accurate Load Tested 
A *Cotuptt&rinl ioaJ 



250 

Hollow Point 


Salfcfifc Codinulwit .t tl 

$AftllO«V)l r*M*::.lly 17 H 


f'mvrier 


«.Vuir.ftr Weight in (itnim 


Muezle VtJwiiy (/pi) 


Load Density 


w 23 i 

Accurate 
i .!, j |j , d) 


6.4 663 .p. 


26% 

26% 

24% 


IIP 38 



HERCO 


7.r mmmMMMwi&i 672^ 


a a no. 5 9.3 mo** 38% 

8.6 BSKHraSOBHI 620 ip» 36% 


us rt 9.3 teaaaa^^ 677 ** 33 % 

_ as bmmbmmbess si?** _ 36% 

Mm 114 W6»tafo4BM^ 800^ 47% 

W.CF.DOT 10.9 7501|» 45% 

10.4* BHHHBHi 700** 43% 

Max. 12.1 
IIS 7 11.6 

11 . 1 * 

16.5 7so*. 68% 



Use Maximum Loads with Caution 


n 


ssasB 


45 Coi/i - Nosler Bullets 





Do not use the loads listed here in any firearms other 
I hninpsori/Center Contenders, or Huger revolvers. These 
several grains greater in cltaige weight than loads listed pre' 
other revolvers chambered foi the .45 Colt. 

Most modem firearms chambered lor the .45 Colt are slrr 
the original revolvers, hut are not strong enough to be used 
loads. 

As always when loading for a revolver cartridge, and espt 
these higher pressure loadings, a heavy roll crimp is necesss 
achieve consistent ignition. We have had great results with 
ing procedure: 

♦ Seal the bullet to where you can |ust see the top edge o 
cannelure. 

• Adjust your crimp so that the case mouth is deforming 
in the cannelure and biting dear to the holtona of the gioo- 


RIFLE: 

Barrel: 

Douglas 


Length: 

7.25" 


Twist: 

1-16* 

CASE: 


Winchester 

PRIMER: 


Win. WLP 

Comments from the lab 






























.45 Colt - Nosler Bullets 


Hosier 

250 Grain 


'Mm! Arr/insfc Lov if 71* r fed 
“tJM^/AVn/ l oad 



5“ 

Holloiv Piimt 


unlliv.t- IjrtBlIlcioi• .| it 

£hcUociuI Parity i?s 


P0M*i.V» 


I D cci.V (<\w) 


W 231 


( O ivrx^ i>r Uro/rii 

I'):) ;... 07 fi lf , 



10 3* 1072 ^ r 



800 x 


WAl* 


AA-Nn. 5 


IIS 7 


i 2 . 8 * ii 76 i 


44% 


Mil*. 12.3* lOlOifa 

ii.3 mmmmma 910i P » ' 


42% 

40 % 

30 % 


11.5 i^SJSa^SB 876 J 
11.0 iSG&BBBK' 



AA No. 7 


t 4.5 ws&sm&m 1197 ** 

14.0* KH®fi®SSt 827 Ip. 
httix. 20 . 0 * 


MostAciii/uie 19-S 1075** 

nmte'IKMt 19 . 0 1043 vs 


08% 

G7% 

65% 


IMR 4227 24.5 1037 tf>\ 

24.0 H^S^aS^SSffiS&S^ 1056ip* 


85% 

84% 

82% 


Use Maximum hinds with Citation 
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When You Need ALL the Facts ♦♦♦ 


The Sierra 3rd Edition Reloading Manuals have the 
information you need. Rifle and Handgun reloading 
information are in two separate volumes, and each 
one covers its subject, thoroughly. No matter what 
brand of bullet, powder, or primer you like to use, the 
Sierra manuals give you the full story. 

They also help you with practical rips on hunt¬ 
ing and target shooting reloading specialties Irom the 
people who are recognized as top-flight experts- like 
Bob Milek on loads for handgun hunters or David 
Tubb for big bore Target rille. 

Available at your reloading retailer or call direct 
1-800-223-8799. When you reload with Sierra, you 
reload with the Bulletsmiths®! 



The Bulletsmiths 


ERRA 














Here’s everything you 
need to know about 
your toughest reloading 
problems... 

18002238799 


That ’s t he Sierra Bullets TOLL-FREE lech Line. 
Our Bu 1 letsiniths’ are on hand from 7 am to 4 pm 
Central lime, Monday through Friday, ready to an¬ 
swer your reloading questions. No matter what brand 
ol powder or bullet, no matter the caliber or condi¬ 
tions, the Bulletsmiths® can help you develop the 
load to suit your need. 

So don’t he bashful, go ahead and give us a call 


The Bulletsmiths 


3598 
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.45 Colt - Sierra Bullets 



45 Colt (Colt SAA revolvers and replicas) 


Test Specifications 
Firearm Used: Colt Single Action 
Bbl. Lengtli/Twlsl: 5 1/271x16’ 

Test Components 
Cases: Winchester 
Trim-to Length: 1.280* 

Primers: CCI-300 


I— 0.512 -I 
Remarks: 

Few cartridges have as colorful a history as the .45 Colt. Originally devel¬ 
oped in 1873 for use in the new Coll Single Action Army (SAA), die .45 Coll 
continued as our standard service cartridge (officially, unofficially, and with 
slight variations) until the adoption of the .45 ACP in 1911. I hat however, is not 
Die whole story. Originally loaded with 40 grains of black powder and a 250 grain 
lead bullet, the big Colt produced close to 900 fps. These impressive figures made 
die .45 Colt one of the most powerful factory cartridges ever chambered in a U.S. 
revolver. Naturally, it quickly developed an excellent reputation on the western 
frontier, although, much of the legendary reputation attributed to the .45 Colt was 
nnt actually earned by that cartridge. 

Often incorrectly referred to as the Long Colt, the .45 Colt was one of at least 
two .45 caliber cartridges t lieu in use with the U.S. military. In early 18 74, the U.S. 
Army began testing a break-lop Smith & Wesson revolver, known as die S&W 
Model 3 Schofield First Model. I he Schofield was chambered for a shorter 
cartridge known as the .45 S&W. Loaded with 28 grains ol black powder and a 
230 grain lead bullet, the .45 S&W delivered about 750 fps at the muzzle. With 
its longer cylinder, the Colt revolver could use the shorter S&W cartridge in 
exactly the same manner as a .38 Special being fired in 
a .357 Magnum chamber. Naturally, the Schofield re¬ 
volver could not use the longer .45 Colt ammunition. 

Inevitably, there were instances of units armed with Lite 
Schofield revolvers being issued .45 Colt ammunition, 
which was unusable in their guns. To avoid such confu 
sinn, Army Ordnance hegan to issue the shorter cartridge 
to all units until the Schofield was removed from service 
in the mid 1880s. Because it was so widely used in 
military sidearms, the .45 S&W became commonly 
known as the .45 Colt Government cartridge. It is not 
surprising, that the original .45 Colt hegan to be referred 
to as the .45 “Long” Colt, in order to di ffercntiale it from 
the shorter cartridge. It is interesting to note that all the 
early Colt and Smith & Wesson revolvers purchased by 

f V , . .__ 
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.45 Colt - Sierra Bullets 


45 Colt (Colt SAA-revolvers ancj replicas), continued 


the military had ihclr flxrd sights regulated for a 50 yard “zero" with the s«StW 

cartridge, explaining why so many old Colt SAA-revolvers don't quite ...m 

point of aim with modern >15 Colt ummunition. 

Reloading fur the oldri revolver*, and modern rcplicascall.v for diicrclion and 
strict adherence to the reloading tables. Despite lire fact that rvicnily pmduccd 
SAAs and replicas may indeed use letter steel than die originals, the design itxoll 
is a limiting factor in what type ol pressures these guns can withstand II there is 
any doubt as to the strength of a particular .45 revolver, we strongly recommend 
that it be reloaded using these tables only. 


.4515 IKS gr. Jill* 

CamidgoOAt 1.5 2T 



.4515 IK5 K r. FPJ 

Cartridge OAI 1 460' 



Powder 1/Velocity 

• HSU 

■1011 

‘>50 

101)1) 

11)5(1 

i uni 

1150 

700X 

/ •) 

7 M 

62 

85 

88 

0 1 

04 

PB 

B? 

8 5 

B 8 

9 1 

94 

<18 

10 4 

Unique 



90 

98 

105 

11 3 

12 0 

SR4756 




13.0 

134 

13 a 

14 2 

Energy/ft.lbs. 

JV7 

J|| 

.1 71 

411 

45.1 

497 

541 


Accillli'.y I nail llnlf|lio/1 1 a ijiu , I ICO ips'SH/ It lliu 
Hunting l oad Untquu/12.0 grs ; 11SO lps.<54a II H i 


.4515 240 gr. Jilt 

ni 





Cartridge OAL 1 MXT 

y 

-? 




Powder 1 / Velocity • 

750 

Koa 

850 

VIKI 


Bultseyo 

6.0 

6.6 

7.0 

7.5 


Red Dot 

i I 

nil 

7.1 

76 


Green Dot 

6.11 

7.4 

7.9 

8 4 


Unique 

77 

62 

8.7 

92 


Herco 


88 

93 

98 


k'aergy/ft.lbx. 

urn 

341 

3S5 

4.12 



Acliii.ii y | o*d lliaiJiiWa / <JiR . BnO l[(S/395 IIVis 
llunllng Load MeiecVt) 0 gru , 000 lps/432 It lbs 

IHOICA11 H MAXIMUM LOAO - IJSt CAUIION 

LOADS 11 v; 11 (AM MINIMUM iaiAltf.1 S til,OWN AHL MO! HLOOMMI Nl» I) 



.45 Colt - Sierra Bullet's 



(Huger, Coll Anaconda, Dun Wesson, and Freedom Arms revolvorn) 



Test Specification s 
Hrearrn Used: Huger Ulackhowfc 
Util LciMjIh/Twist: 7 1/271 *16" 

Text Components 
Cases: Winchester 
I r im-to Length: 1.280" 

Primers: CCl 300 8, *001-350 


Kenuirks: 

Altlmtiglt it never icully laded horn the scene, the old 45 Colt has seen a 
revival of Inlciesl in the past lew year s This has resulted In the development ol 
several new revolvers of modem design, ableto withstand much higher pressure* 
than tire old original 45 Coll revolvers. While they may look quite similar to the 
old SAAs and modem rcplii as. lliesc new designs are able to take loads that would 
prove disastrous in lire older guns or tlvcir present (lay remca*nations 

Originally designed lot the Colt Single Action Army revolver. Ihc 45 Colt 
case has suffered fiom crilit ism concerning its minuscule rim Since Ihc Cull 
SAA used a rod cjei tin, (lie rim served only In headspace Ihc ease, and was nut 
needed to aiil in extiai lion. Tins was a valid complaint, verified by lire fact Unit 
when die military weal In a double action revolver using a swing inil cylitiikH the 
Coll New Service In I ‘MI9|. the rim of Ihc case was enlarged Irum 50B*lo 5W 
in diamelci I Ins was dorre to provide the extractor star a more positive grasp of 
lire cartridge during ejection Tins created some difficulty wltcn the government 
disposed ol ns surplus 45 Colt mnniuniiipo in later years I Kers ol < oil Single 
Action Aimy revolvers found that the 1909 cartridge could only he loaded in 
every other cliinnbei, as the case rims would interfere with each other when 
loaded in adjacent i liamhei si Other than the difference in rim diamelci. the 1909 
cartridge was idenlkul to the oiiginnl 45 Coll case 

Since most of tire modem ilesigns intended for use with this data still use a 
rod ejector, tins is of link concern. lib sootcihing tobeawnieid however. In gum 
using a swing out i ylnulei siitlr as tlic Colt Anaconda ami Dim Wesson The 
following data is Intended only foi use with those guns listed above, and is not to 
he used in Coll SAAs oi modem icplieus, Colt 1909 New Service, tn Smith A 
Wesson 25 5 Revolvers. 
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.45 Colt - Nosi er Bullets 


Jf he .45 Coll is one of four ol 
& the most famous American 
J8- cartridges of all time {.‘IS 
Colt, .45-70, .45 ACT>, .30-06), 
and its legendary status is well 
deserved. 


to trie manufacturer and ask for 
a cylinder with .452 throats. They 
will be glad to help, as they are 
aware of this. 

I know Unique is the old 
standard powder and it is accurate, 
but (here are cleaner powders just 
as accurate. 


It conjures up images from 


the Little th 


Horn (o tin 


Rhine. H can he the Yukon. 


loaded to roar like a lion with 
the old original L/O grain black- 
powder, (or purr like a kitten with 
a powder such as W 23 L), it is the 
fathei of the .454 Casull. 

It can be wonderfully accurate. 
The most important thing about 
reloading the .45 Colt tor accuracy 
is ihe dimension o( your cylinder 
throats. They must not be over 
.452 for jacketed bullets. If yout 
cylinder is oversize, send it back 


Htink is a slriger/son$\vriicr nnJ admtra 
of Coil Single Action Army revolvers. 


RIFLE: 

Barrel. 

Douglas 





Length: 

7.25" 





Twist: 

1 16’ 




CASE: 


Winchester 



_ 

PRIMER: 


Rem. 2'!z 

,i - 

— 

— 


Comments from the lab ____ - 

T he .45 Colt has been around long enough (nearly 125 years) In 
have outlived many different firearm designs. For this reason, we list 

two sets of data for this cartridge. 

The data listed here was developed specifically in meet tire needs 
of lire Colt Single Action Army revolver, and replicas. I here is a strong 
propensity among reloaders to load this round beyond the strength 

limits of the firearm. , 

Do not exceed the maximum charge weights listed here unless you 

are shooting a Roger, or a T/C Contender. 

If you have an older fireatnt, or are unsure as to the condition oi 
your firearm, we strongly recommend having it thoroughly inspected 
by a competent gunsmith before use. 

' As always with a revolver cartridge, we recommend a good rol. crimp 
lo hold the bullet in place, and help achieve consistent ignition. We 
have had great rcsulis with ihe following procedure: 

• Seal the bullet to where you can just see the top edge of the 

cannelure. , , ., 

• Adjust your crimp so that the case mouth is deforming the ridges 

in the cannelure and biting clear to the bottom oi the groove. 



















.45 Colt - Sierra Bullets 



(Ruger, Colt Anaconda, Dan Wesson, and Freedom Arms revolvers) 


.4515 240 |>r. IHC 
Cartridge OAL: 1.600’ 



II 

«■ 

«■ 



Powder 1 / Velocity 

• K5II 

951) 

1006 

10S0 

II1K) 

1200 

1250 

Qullsoyo 

7 0 

8.0 

8.5 





Had Out 

7.1 

8.1 

86 





Green Do; 

7.9 

8.9 

9.4 





Unique 

87 

9 7 

10 3 

109 

11 5 



Hcrco 

9.3 

10.3 

to.a 

11.3 

11.8 



SH47S6 



11.1 

11.7 

123 

13.5 


‘Blue Dot 



14.2 

14.7 

15.3 

16.4 

16.9 

*2400 


17.9 

18.7 

19.5 

203 



’296 





21.1 

23.7 

25.0 

IMR-4227 



19.7 

20.9 

22.1 

24 3 


Energy/ftJbs. 

365 

461 

533 

557 

645 

767 

K33 


!■ 

!■ 


‘Denotes CCI 350 


Accuracy Load: 'Blue 0ot/15 3 grs ,1100 (ps/645 II lbs 
Hunting Load: ‘296&5.0 gis. ; 1250 lpsV833 It lbs 



.4515 300 gr. JSP 
Cartridge OAL: 1.650“ 


Powder * / Velocity 

Unique 

Vihl 3N37 _ 

‘Slue Dot_ 

• AA-No.9 _ 

‘2400 _ 

•Vint N110 

•HI 10_ 

•296 

■IMn-4227 

Energy/fUbs. 


'Denotes CCI 350 



Accuracy Load: Unlque/H 4 qrs. ; 900 lps/S3U ft lbs 
Hunting I oad; '290*0.5 yis ; 1700 Ips.'HOC ft.ibs. 

INUICAlfcS MAXIMUM LOAD - USE CAUTION 

LOADS l LSS 11 (AM MINIMUM CHARGES SHOWN ARE NOT RECOMMENDED. 
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Test Specifications 

Firearm Used: Winchester Model 94AE 

Bbl. Length/Twist: 1671x36’ 

Test Components 
Cases: Federal 
Trlm-to Length: 1.2B0" 

Primers: Federal 155 


The .45 Coll is one of the oldest handgun cartridges still in common use. 
Introduced by Colt in 1873. the .45 was designed for the classic Single Action 
Army, also known as the Peacemaker. Originally loaded with a stiff charge of 40 
grains of black powder and a 250 or 255 grain bul let, die .45 Coll vapidly carried 
a reputation as a reliable right stopper on the western frontier, Over 120 years after 
its introduction, the .45 Colt remains one ol our most popular big bore handgun 
cartridges. 

The sealed breach, strong lock up and longer band of the Winchester and 
Marlin carbines offer substantial room for improvement over the ballistic 
performance available in a .45 Colt handgun. Although it is often compared to the 
more power tul .44 Magnum, the .45 Coll cannot be pushed to the same levels. I n 
our testing, using otherwise identical Winchester Model 94AE carbines, we were 
able toobtain some 200 fee I persecond more velocity with the .44 Magnum when 
like bullet weights were used. When used within its range limitations, the .45 is 
still a reliable performer. With solidly consti ucted bullets capable of giving deep 
penetration, the 45 Colt is capable of cleanly taking whitelail deer and black bear 
at short ranges. In many respects, the 45 Colt is superior to the smaller caliber 
high velocity cattridges used in this type ofl uniting. In the words of the late Elmer 
Keith, a large, slow moving bullei giving complete penetration "lets a lot of air 
in, and a lot of blood out." 

The following data was worked up specifically for the Winchester or 
Marlin 45 Colt rifles, and should not be used in revolvers or weaker replica lever 
actions. In our testing, we found Accurate No.9, llodgdon’slll 10 and Winches¬ 
ter 296 to be the best powders for high velocity loadings. Magnum primers 
provide the best ignition when such slow burning powders are used, generally 
giving the most uniform velocity and accuracy. A firm crimp is required with 
these powders, and we had excellent results with the I .ee Factory Crimp Die. This 
crimp must lie applied in a separate operation, but we normally recommend this 
over seating and crimping in the same step. 
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.45 Colt - Sierra Bullets 



(Ruger, Colt Anaconda, Dan Wesson, and Freedom Arms revolvers) 


.4515 240 |>r. IHC 
Cartridge OAL: 1.600’ 



II 

«■ 

«■ 



Powder 1 / Velocity 

• K5II 

951) 

1006 

10S0 

II1K) 

1200 

1250 

Qullsoyo 

7 0 

8.0 

8.5 





Had Out 

7.1 

8.1 

86 





Green Do; 

7.9 

8.9 

9.4 





Unique 

87 

9 7 

10 3 

109 

11 5 



Hcrco 

9.3 

10.3 

to.a 

11.3 

11.8 



SH47S6 



11.1 

11.7 

123 

13.5 


‘Blue Dot 



14.2 

14.7 

15.3 

16.4 

16.9 

*2400 


17.9 

18.7 

19.5 

203 



’296 





21.1 

23.7 

25.0 

IMR-4227 



19.7 

20.9 

22.1 

24 3 


Energy/ftJbs. 

365 

461 

533 

557 

645 

767 

K33 


!■ 

!■ 


‘Denotes CCI 350 


Accuracy Load: 'Blue 0ot/15 3 grs ,1100 (ps/645 II lbs 
Hunting Load: ‘296&5.0 gis. ; 1250 lpsV833 It lbs 



.4515 300 gr. JSP 
Cartridge OAL: 1.650“ 


Powder * / Velocity 

Unique 

Vihl 3N37 _ 

‘Slue Dot_ 

• AA-No.9 _ 

‘2400 _ 

•Vint N110 

•HI 10_ 

•296 

■IMn-4227 

Energy/fUbs. 


'Denotes CCI 350 



Accuracy Load: Unlque/H 4 qrs. ; 900 lps/S3U ft lbs 
Hunting I oad; '290*0.5 yis ; 1700 Ips.'HOC ft.ibs. 

INUICAlfcS MAXIMUM LOAD - USE CAUTION 

LOADS l LSS 11 (AM MINIMUM CHARGES SHOWN ARE NOT RECOMMENDED. 
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Test Specifications 

Firearm Used: Winchester Model 94AE 

Bbl. Length/Twist: 1671x36’ 

Test Components 
Cases: Federal 
Trlm-to Length: 1.2B0" 

Primers: Federal 155 


The .45 Coll is one of the oldest handgun cartridges still in common use. 
Introduced by Colt in 1873. the .45 was designed for the classic Single Action 
Army, also known as the Peacemaker. Originally loaded with a stiff charge of 40 
grains of black powder and a 250 or 255 grain bul let, die .45 Coll vapidly carried 
a reputation as a reliable right stopper on the western frontier, Over 120 years after 
its introduction, the .45 Colt remains one ol our most popular big bore handgun 
cartridges. 

The sealed breach, strong lock up and longer band of the Winchester and 
Marlin carbines offer substantial room for improvement over the ballistic 
performance available in a .45 Colt handgun. Although it is often compared to the 
more power tul .44 Magnum, the .45 Coll cannot be pushed to the same levels. I n 
our testing, using otherwise identical Winchester Model 94AE carbines, we were 
able toobtain some 200 fee I persecond more velocity with the .44 Magnum when 
like bullet weights were used. When used within its range limitations, the .45 is 
still a reliable performer. With solidly consti ucted bullets capable of giving deep 
penetration, the 45 Colt is capable of cleanly taking whitelail deer and black bear 
at short ranges. In many respects, the 45 Colt is superior to the smaller caliber 
high velocity cattridges used in this type ofl uniting. In the words of the late Elmer 
Keith, a large, slow moving bullei giving complete penetration "lets a lot of air 
in, and a lot of blood out." 

The following data was worked up specifically for the Winchester or 
Marlin 45 Colt rifles, and should not be used in revolvers or weaker replica lever 
actions. In our testing, we found Accurate No.9, llodgdon’slll 10 and Winches¬ 
ter 296 to be the best powders for high velocity loadings. Magnum primers 
provide the best ignition when such slow burning powders are used, generally 
giving the most uniform velocity and accuracy. A firm crimp is required with 
these powders, and we had excellent results with the I .ee Factory Crimp Die. This 
crimp must lie applied in a separate operation, but we normally recommend this 
over seating and crimping in the same step. 
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.45 Colt - Sierra Bullets 


Accuracy Load: 11110722.3 grs.; 1500 1pt>/1190 fl.ltrv 
Hunting Load: AA-No 9» 1.6 grs.: 1550 fp&'l OHO Mbs 


.4515 300 Rr.JSP 

Cartridge OAL: 1.735" 


Powder 1 / Velocity 

-* 1290 

1300 

1400 

1450 

1500 

Blue Dol 

13.3 

14.3 

15.3 

15.8 

__ 

AA-No 9 

16.1 

17.5 

18.9 

19.6 

- - - 

2400 

17.1 

18.5 

19.8 

204 

____ 

Vihl Nt 10 

17.2 

18.1 

19.0 


- — 

H110 


1 B.4 

20.0 

20.8 

21.7 _ _ 

296 


18.6 

20.0 

20.7 

21.5 _ 

6B0 


20.3 

21.9 

22.7 

23.4 

Energy/ft.lbs. 

959 

1126 

1305 

1400 

rm 


Accuracy Load: VM Nt 10/19.0 gr.; MOO lps/1305 ft lbs. 
Hunting Load: 396/21.5 gr.: 1600 lps.'14H9 It. IbS- 

INDICATES MAXIMUM LOAD-USE CAUTIQM 
[JARS LESS I HAN MINIMUM CHARGES SHOWN ARE NOT RECOMMENt 


(RIFLE DATA) 


Vr v" ' .V. ; ' * , „ -■ / . 

.4515 240 gr. JHC 
Cartridge OAL: 1.600" 


Powder 1 1 Veloci ty 

Unique _ 

S R4756 _ 

Blue Dot__ 

AA-No .7__ 

AANo.9 _ 

Vihl NIIQ 

mi o _ _ 

296 _ 

) MR-4227_ 

Energy/Ji.lbs. _ 


45 Colt, continued 










SPEER HAS A MORE 
POTENT RECIPE FOR PUNCH. 


ran mcliaqlt ckpamauin, 

EVEN AT COV. VCLOOTICS 


Mm TEN l.b% AN TIM OMV — 
l_fe.AU IS hiMMCfi INTO JACACT. 
(/NifTIMft I'.ohl- AND JACKET. 


The improved 
163 a main aor* 
Hot Con** bullet 



.1 ; 



OOVDLCSWAGCD riTM | ICHT 
PIAMfcTCA CONTFOI Anii 

imkrovco accuracy 


"SOI fif m- rvKfe" homo or 
I FACT CONE IO JACK L 7 


HCAVV JACKET 15 45 6% 
THICKER THAN Ol G OtSICN. 
GIVING BULXET GHttltH 
5! IICNGTII HWOWtlC**! 
nCTCNTiON DURING t MM ACT 
AT IIIGm VCcOCIT 1C 5 


H 

II 

II 

!■ 

«■ 

■■ 






The secret of its success I lot-Cor Our own spe¬ 
cial process that injects molten lead into the jacket, 
rather than forcing in a cold lead slug. The result 


,*ue. 163 Cft 
/2*<. m» fsrotJ 
«v» m kT Shu i imo 

• Al • MITir TC5T ncu«* 


greater expansion and weight 
retention than conventional 


"cold core" bullets With deadly accuracy 
and consistency. Shot after shot after shot. 




YOUR SHOOTING PARTNER- 

CC« • SHEER • NCOS •OUT tNb • WEAVE H 




.45 Colt - Speer bullets 


In 1873, thr U.S. Army adopted 
the famous Colt Single Action 
Army revolver sts its service sidearm. 
It was chambered for the new 45 
Colt cartridge that held art impres¬ 
sive quantity of"black powder under 
a 255 grain lead bullet. The new 
combination proved both powerful 
and accurate, serving for 17 years 
before being replaced by a 38 caliber 
revolver. Like oilier service car- 
rriesges, the 'IS Colt became popular 
with civilians. It is the oldest 
centerfrre handgun cartridge still in 
regular' use today. 

Today the 45 Colt is gaining new 
attention among sport shooters. 
Cowboy Action Shooting competi¬ 
tion calls for single action firearms 
and the 45 Colt is certainly the most 
nostalgic. Colt single action 
revolvers arc still available along 
with several well-made imported 
copies. Roger has sold thousands of 
rheir modern Blackhawk and 
Vaquero revolvers chambered for 45 
Colt. In the 1970's, Smith fie 
Wesson introduced the double- 
action Model 25 5 in the large "N- 
frame” series that stayed in the line 
until 1991. 

Factory ammunition was limited 
to a 25(1 or 255 grain lead bullet for 
many years. Velocities run around 
8UIJ to 85d fcct/scc in a six-inch 
barrel. Increased interest in the 
cartridge convinced ammo makers 
lo design newer bullet styles 
including hollow points starting in 
the 1970's. 

Prior to World War 11, most Colt 
revolvers had a bore diameter of 
.454'', Postwar guns measure .451" 
to .452"—the same as the 45 Auco. 
Many older loading diets arc 
designed ii>r use will) the larger 
bullets anti may not size and/or 
expand the case to grip die smaller 
bullets properly. Your expander ball 
should be no larger titan .450" 
diameter to properly load .451" 
bullets. We round chat new cases 


will not properly grip a jacketed 
bullet unless partially sized. Sizing 
the first half-inch of the case in a 
carbide die easily remedies this. 

Speer’s most popular jacketed 
bullets for standard pressure loads in 
the 45 Colt are the 200 anil 225 
grain jacketed hollow points. Both 
bullets can be loaded to sufficient 
velocities at normal pressures to give 
good performance. 

Speer’s 200 and 250 grain lead 
semi-wadcutiers make nice practice 
and target loads. The 200 grain 
bullet should he should be firmly 
roll-crimped over tire shoulder.The 
250 grain bullet will shoot very close 
to puint-of aim in fixed-sighted 
revolvers; however, the 200 grain 
bullet may shoot somewhat low. 

Bullets designed for the 45 Auto 
usually lack a crimping groove; thus, 
they arc more difficult to load in a 
revolver cartridge. When c.ritnping 
the 230 gram Gold Dot bullet, use a 
45 Auto taper crimp die to ad¬ 
equately grip the bullet without 
deforming the jacket. 

Wc show CAS loads for bullets 
from two RGBS moulds. Wc also 
tested the excellent 45-255-SWC 
Keith design bullet. This is probably 
the best general purpose lead bullet 
in the 45 Colt. Wc sized to .454" to 
create a good fit in the chamber 
throat. Our stall loads produce at 
. least 11,000 psi and we emphatically 
• recommend chat you not load these, 
bullets lighter. 

Although within industry pressure 
limits, these loads must be used only 
in revolvers originally made for 
smokeless propellant. If in doubt, 
check with the firearm manufacturer 
or a qualified gunsmith before firing 
the revolver with ANY modern 
ammo. 

The industry maximum average 
pressure lor tire 45 Colt is 14,000 
psi. 

IK 







.45 colt - Speer Bullets 




.45 Colt - Speer Bullets 



.452' Dia. 
250 Grain 

Utrol »«irnnry 17 0 


4i4h<.U( C*n4tr«tit 


Povnlrjf 


Viht. 

3N37 


WAP 


823011 


B2081 


Green 


Uni que HiD sob 


Bullseye 


4683 


45 Caliber 
Cast 
Bullets 
225-230 
Grain 

Sect Opini fmai i wi 

bt-;l .. t.' in; iyi 

lu.nl Alloy 

(iiw-ialM owed 




(ftodotf j 1 —M- 1 — 

/^TION 

m IHOOT1NO DATA 


. o I Uiaien Ai 


RC'IM. Moult) Nil 


NOTl' VS i I it I h i little loads bind ttcxn Col t.AA Willi 0 J |nah banel 
fWlr W 1 On UAV«I .Fontt W1 Wrl Ve. ■ Purter 


17 

33~ 


10.3 

D.ft 


793 I Unique 


775 \H2 Impr 


00/0 


BaTfcsNC Cool III '•till 


C.O.L I. I ..1 Al 


1.515" 


Ciplort P«(t N<1 


4B77 


H54 


835 


Herco 


1021 

855 


American 

Select s.5 


782 

724 


t.v v«t 1 i-x>'.veei 


1026 


912 Universal " 


1012 


Unique 11 


0.37 


10 ■! 


»/') 


run 


Bull se ye 6 3 

927 8.0 


I S3 


10 li 


R - ,c 231 


.'IK 


I 0.&20 Li. fia/.W mi'l] 
p 0 . 4600 * ,"r Id it r'l - | 

Ll_._1 


A I— 00600 In. I. 
- 12S5 


'in. 1,02 wj 

P0f.64 <w«j- 


DuWiot o tint—rt mruE kmlfc lt<»r ttKM.-l b* v**4 ■*-. C«|4<on. 


MOTF fin . .. iiMitoinvmaj wllll 

ihitt bj“... , Min. itt.it mm: Itn llituly to" 
nimvtotj oynt llwt l>tllttl ibiiiilMin 


Max. Caso Length: I PB!i‘ 
Trim lo Lolifllhl 1 276" 
Max. Cart. Length: I 000” 
RCBS Shellholilei #20 
Barrel Lonoth: fl" 

Twist: 1 15" 


Tost Firearm: Hmilli & Wm'.non Model 25-5 
Case: WAV 
Primers: CCI 300, 350 


Wl Or* Ur V..t 


.452" Dia. 
200 Grain 

Sect Dt/iiCiL Lid 


45 

1.-SWC 



































45 Colt - Speer Bullets 


45 Caliber 
Cast 
Bullets 



We sell bullet moulds, not cast bullets. 
These bullets were cast in RCBS moulds. 
Contact your dealer tor more information 
on the IICBS line of premium moulds. 




255 Grain 

S«c 1 Dcnsitr .177 

•15-255 

SWD 





' - 1 - 

Luad Alls'/ 

hard 






Diameter Si7ed 

0.454" 






Oallisiic Coal 

0.165 





■-■ 

C. 0. L Tested Al 

1.665" 1 






RCBS Mould Nu 

62050 | 





Puwdot Wl.Oih 

. Mzf Vet. 

Powder 

Wl Grs. Mr: Vr,l. 

PowrE 

Wl G. 

•S. M/LVcl 

Viht. 16 " 8 

914 

Viht 

9.5 

847 


TO 

784 

N110 15.8 

809 

N350 

8.6 

717 

231 

6.1 

700 

H. 80 

883 


8.5 

846 

AA 

5.5 

752" 

Universal 7-2 

815 

Unique 

7.7 

789 

Nitro 100 5 0 

675 

SR 100 

865 

Power 

Pistol 

8.3 

810 

■km 



4756 90 

808 

7.3 

763 

■ 


i nuit. ; xcutras industry maximum cairriflfju lung!! 
45 Colt lovalvBrs will accept cartridges ol this length. 



.451" Dia. 


200 Grain 

Sect. Density .140 

. 45 

JHP 


r 




Ballistic Coefficient 

0.138 






C.O.L Tusteo At 

1.555" 






Speer Part No 

4477 







Powder 

Wl.G/s 


Powder 

. j ,, 

MzLViM. 

Powder 

Wt. Grr,. 

Mrl.Vel. 


12.5 

1081 


7.9 

994 


7.1 

921 

HS-6* 

1 1 0 

945 

Bullseye 

7.4 

920 

700-X 

6.1 

852 


9.8 

1048 

Green 

Dot 

8.8 

991 

Power 

Pistol 

9.2 

885 

Unique 

8.8 

940 

7.8 

860 

8.6 

829 


10.0 

1032 

H. 

9.2 _ 

985 

Tite- 

Group 

6.8 

865 

Herco 

90 

928 

Universal 

8.4 

892 

6.2 

788 

SR 

8.7 

1002 


7.6 

981 



* 

7625 

Mules: Held 

7.7 

880 

Red Dot 

7.1 

911 

■..-tt I':. 

JR 



Held print rtenulen maximum load? flity should oe used will! raulton 
OCI Maanum Primer used wild inis powdei 
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.45 Colt - Speer Bullets 







225 Grain 
230 Grain 

45 , 

Mag-JHP 

.45 

Gn-HP 





Sectional Density 

0.158 

D.182 





Rxllisiir. Cnfclf jcit?ft1 

0.169 

0 143 





C O.L rostori At 

1.590' 

1.600" 





Sp«»3r P<irt No 

4479 

4483 





Powder Wt. (Vs 

Mil Vnl 

Pawdei 

Wt Grs V.rl.Vnl 

Powder W»,. Crc. 

Mzl.Vei. 

13.0 

1036 


9.0 

932 

Power 

Pistol 

9.5 

87B 

Blue Dot 12 0 

967 

Unique 

8.1 

82 7 

8.5 

823 

11.0 

SR 

9B2 


9.4 

918 

H. 


9.0 

873 

4756 f*>4 

836 

Herco 

8.4 

839 

Universal 

8.2 

819 

Vih. 180 

946 

AA 

11.8 

912 



8.3 

870 

Ml 10 160 

778 

#5 

10.8 

840 

231 


7.5 

804 

11.8 

936 


7.1 

890 

: - . : 


HS-6* '08 

876 

Bullseye 6.4 

825 

■:& >iV ij-ir y w, 
; ;-v 

M 

* 





.451" Dia. 


260 Grain 

Sent Denilly .183 

45 

Mag-JHP 






PeiilslicUoeliaiehl 

0.183 






C.O.L. Tested a» 

1 .590" 


- 




Spesr Pen .No 

4481 







PowrtlK 

Wt Cf3 

Mzl.vel 

Posvder 

Wt, Ore, 

m.-i Vej 

Kcwilei Wt. <3rs 



13.0 

941 

H. 

Universal 

8.9 

897 

Power 

8.4 

852 

Blue Dot 120 

820 

8.0 

753 

Pistol 

7.8 

749 


11.5 

925 


B.7 

B90 


8.0 

843 

HS-6* 

10.5 

810 

Unique 

7.9 

799 

231 

7.2 

725 

AA 

11.4 

898 


10.4 

875 


7.1 

841 

#5 

10.4 

797 

3N37 

9.4 

739 

Bullseye 

6.4 

785 


Nolen: 3old print dertotes maximum xtnd:;. Thny sixuild bo used with ctiulittri. 
* CCI Magnum Pnrrer useJ with II ib powder. 


1 




22 






















45 Colt - Speer Bullets 


With the introduction of stronger 
revolvers and pistols chambered ior 
die 45 Col t cartridge, hantllosde.rs 
ieh Lhat die performance of the 
cartridge could be enhanced by 
loading co higher pressure levels. 
The Roger RJackhawk and the 
Thompson/Cenrer Contender can 
both handle somewhat higher 
pressures than traditional 45 Cob 
revolvers. The resulting increase in 
velocity makes the 45 Colt a potent 
hunting handgun. 


However, there are limitations. 
Some handloadcrs have assembled 
45 Colt loads that exceed the 
pressures of the 44 Magnum! The 
45 Colt case is not as strong as the 
44 Magnum case and you must not 
attempt to load it as high, regardless 
of the gun model. The loads Speer 
developed are roughly halfway 
between standard 45 Colt and 44 
Magnum pressures. This results in a 
significant increase in energy, yet 
the loads were sale in Speers test 
firearms. If you need more power 
than this, buy' a 44 Magnum or a 
454 Casull! 

The bullets we selected for these 
loads arc designed for high-velocity 
use. The 185 arid 230 grain Gold 


Dot bullets arc intended for the 45 
Auto and standard pressure 45 Colt 
loads. Penetration with either bullet 
is limited at high velocities ana 1l vs 
difficult to adequately crimp them to 
prevent llieir moving in the case 
under heavy recoil. 

All bullets shown should he heavily 
roll-crimped. We crimped the 300 
grain Uni-Cor soft point to the 
rear cannelure for a cartridge length 
of 1.640". Do not seal them to the 
front cannelure with these loads as 
excessive pressure will result. 1 .oads 
for the 300 grain bullet were 
developed in a copper crusher rest 
barrel; they operate at higher 
pleasure than those for lighter 
bullets, up to 25,000 cup. ICven so, 
they showed no pressure signs in our 
test revolver. 

When expanding case necks, make 
sure that your expander plug is no 
larger than .450" to insure a firm 
grip on the bullet. We recommend 
that these loads he used in new or 
once-fired cases known to he of 
recent manufacture. Older cases of 
the “balloon head” style aren’t strong 
enough to hold modern pressures. 


Imi 


Important Safety Notice 


i 


These loads are intended for use only in Huger 
Blackhawk and Vaqurro revolvers, and the Thompson/ 

I Center Contender. They arc not to be used in aay' other 

_ i i i r* ’ * ■ i t\' i , 



Hi 


f 13.0? nmj 

( — Od&QO in. hiinj—* 

. i 



■ ■ ■■■ --— 

Hi 




—1 !—— Q0GOO in. 1.02 rtlrrlj 

Hi 






Max. Case Length: 1.285' 
Trifn-to Length: 1.275" 
Max. Cart. Length: 1.600" 
HOBS SI'.ellholder: it 20 
Darrel Length: 7.50" 
Twist: 1-16" 


Test Firearm: Huger Dlackhav/K 

Case: W-W 

Primers: CCl 300, 350 


Hi 

a* 

«■ 

«■ 

Hi 

ifei 

Hi 

Ha 

Hi 



.451" £Jia„ 


200 Grain 

Suet. D»rr.ity .140 

45 

JIIP 






liall&lc Coeft*Cieni 

0.136 






COL Tealed At 

1.555" 






Spoor Pari No. 

4477 






Pov/der 

'.VI. CitB. 

Mrl.Vel 

Powder 

Wt. Gif 

Mzl.Vel 

I’mwler 

'.VI Gff 

f.1 V.-l 

SR 

25.5 C 

1333 


11.8 

1301 


12.2 

1245 

4759 

23.5 

1224 

Unique 

11.3 

1259 

Herco 

11.7 

1199 


14.6 

1313 


20.3 

1287 


to.s 

1238 

HS-6* 

13.3 

1220 

2400 

18.3 

1162 

231 

10.0 

1198 


(Huger & T/C Contender Only) 
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23 










-ts 

UCSP 


1343 


C-O-U fnstfid At 


MLOrs. V'l.Vel. • F'wsfcr 


Ppwdiii 


.45 Colt - Speer Bullets 


.451" Dia. 
225 Grain 


Seel. Density .169 l 


peer Pan foe. 


n.illisM:: C&4?lici£n* 


Wl Grs 


1040 


938 


974 


12400 


1011 


P,;i! r.lic Goeflicent 


Unique 10 5 


2.5 


V<il.Vpl. 


Mil.Vol. I Powdu 


1216 Bullseve s.5 


Vlht. 

N110 


23.0C 1339 

2T0 1209 


0.199_ 

.L'-K’’ 


r. s'j.I Tusiod Al 
Speof Prrl Mo. 


P owdftr Wl. Gin. 

16.0 

Blue Dot H.o 


1229 

1165 


SR 

4759 


22.5 

1029 

20.3 

825 


SR 

4759 


23.5C 1198 

21.5 1094 


H110‘ ib. 5 1042 Herco 100 996 Bullseye 85 1005 

(Huger & T/C Contender Only) 


2 

296* T 


2400 


NOTE: Seal outlet to roar 
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45 Colt - Speer Bullets 



Lead Bullet Loads for Cowboy Action Shooting 


Although most widely known as a 
handgun cartridge, the '15 Cole is 
seeing increased use in rifles and 
carbines for Cowboy Action 
Shooting {CAS). The loads here are 
intended expressly for this sport. 
They use bullets from the RGBS 
45-225 CAV mould or the 45-230 
CAS mould. Both bullets are 
profiled to work well in both rifles 
and handguns, and have proved 
quite accurate in both. 

A CAS cartridge must provide 
reliable feeding in lever-action titles. 
A significant factor in obtaining 
reliability is paying attention to 
loaded cartridge lengths. When 
using the CAV bullet, best results 
arc obtained by trimming all cases to 
1.275 inch. If seated in cases that 
arc at the top of the length spec, tins 
bullet may be slightly over the l .600 
inch maximum cartridge length fot 
this cartridge; this could causing 
feeding problems in some rifles. 
Trimming cases to uniform length 
should give reliable feeding with the 
bullet firmly crimped in die groove 


provided. The newer 230 grain 
CAS bullet does not require any 
special atteuiion. It should produce 
a cartridge of proper length in most 
cases. 

Do NOT LOAD LIGHTER CHARGES 
Tt IAN THE LISTED STARTING LOADS 
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE. Doing 
so can cause unaccept ably high 
shot-to-shot variations in velocity 
and pressure, and increases the risk 
of a bullet lodging in the bore. 
Starting loads were carefully chosen 
to keep the minimum pressures 
above 12,000 psi, an important 
factor when loading rather small 
volumes of smokeless powder in 
this huge case. We also used a 
substantial roll crimp to increase 
bullet pull a id to prevent bullets 
from telescoping into the cases in a 
tubular magazine. 

Maximum loads listed here do 
not exceed the industry limit of 
14,000 psi. For additional informa¬ 
tion on this cartridge, see the 
Handgun Section. 


45 Gui.f - Steer bullets 
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.45 Colt - Nosi er Bullets 


Jf he .45 Coll is one of four ol 
& the most famous American 
J8- cartridges of all time {.‘IS 
Colt, .45-70, .45 ACT>, .30-06), 
and its legendary status is well 
deserved. 


to trie manufacturer and ask for 
a cylinder with .452 throats. They 
will be glad to help, as they are 
aware of this. 

I know Unique is the old 
standard powder and it is accurate, 
but (here are cleaner powders just 
as accurate. 


It conjures up images from 


the Little th 


Horn (o tin 


Rhine. H can he the Yukon. 


loaded to roar like a lion with 
the old original L/O grain black- 
powder, (or purr like a kitten with 
a powder such as W 23 L), it is the 
fathei of the .454 Casull. 

It can be wonderfully accurate. 
The most important thing about 
reloading the .45 Colt tor accuracy 
is ihe dimension o( your cylinder 
throats. They must not be over 
.452 for jacketed bullets. If yout 
cylinder is oversize, send it back 


Htink is a slriger/son$\vriicr nnJ admtra 
of Coil Single Action Army revolvers. 


RIFLE: 

Barrel. 

Douglas 





Length: 

7.25" 





Twist: 

1 16’ 




CASE: 


Winchester 



_ 

PRIMER: 


Rem. 2'!z 

,i - 

— 

— 


Comments from the lab ____ - 

T he .45 Colt has been around long enough (nearly 125 years) In 
have outlived many different firearm designs. For this reason, we list 

two sets of data for this cartridge. 

The data listed here was developed specifically in meet tire needs 
of lire Colt Single Action Army revolver, and replicas. I here is a strong 
propensity among reloaders to load this round beyond the strength 

limits of the firearm. , 

Do not exceed the maximum charge weights listed here unless you 

are shooting a Roger, or a T/C Contender. 

If you have an older fireatnt, or are unsure as to the condition oi 
your firearm, we strongly recommend having it thoroughly inspected 
by a competent gunsmith before use. 

' As always with a revolver cartridge, we recommend a good rol. crimp 
lo hold the bullet in place, and help achieve consistent ignition. We 
have had great rcsulis with ihe following procedure: 

• Seal the bullet to where you can just see the top edge of the 

cannelure. , , ., 

• Adjust your crimp so that the case mouth is deforming the ridges 

in the cannelure and biting clear to the bottom oi the groove. 
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lo hold the bullet in place, and help achieve consistent ignition. We 
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• Adjust your crimp so that the case mouth is deforming the ridges 
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.45 Colt - Sierra Bullets 



(Ruger, Colt Anaconda, Dan Wesson, and Freedom Arms revolvers) 


.4515 240 |>r. IHC 
Cartridge OAL: 1.600’ 



II 

«■ 

«■ 



Powder 1 / Velocity 

• K5II 

951) 

1006 

10S0 

II1K) 

1200 

1250 

Qullsoyo 

7 0 

8.0 

8.5 





Had Out 

7.1 

8.1 

86 





Green Do; 

7.9 

8.9 

9.4 





Unique 

87 

9 7 

10 3 

109 

11 5 



Hcrco 

9.3 

10.3 

to.a 

11.3 

11.8 



SH47S6 



11.1 

11.7 

123 

13.5 


‘Blue Dot 



14.2 

14.7 

15.3 

16.4 

16.9 

*2400 


17.9 

18.7 

19.5 

203 



’296 





21.1 

23.7 

25.0 

IMR-4227 



19.7 

20.9 

22.1 

24 3 


Energy/ftJbs. 

365 

461 

533 

557 

645 

767 

K33 


!■ 

!■ 


‘Denotes CCI 350 


Accuracy Load: 'Blue 0ot/15 3 grs ,1100 (ps/645 II lbs 
Hunting Load: ‘296&5.0 gis. ; 1250 lpsV833 It lbs 



.4515 300 gr. JSP 
Cartridge OAL: 1.650“ 


Powder * / Velocity 

Unique 

Vihl 3N37 _ 

‘Slue Dot_ 

• AA-No.9 _ 

‘2400 _ 

•Vint N110 

•HI 10_ 

•296 

■IMn-4227 

Energy/fUbs. 


'Denotes CCI 350 



Accuracy Load: Unlque/H 4 qrs. ; 900 lps/S3U ft lbs 
Hunting I oad; '290*0.5 yis ; 1700 Ips.'HOC ft.ibs. 

INUICAlfcS MAXIMUM LOAD - USE CAUTION 

LOADS l LSS 11 (AM MINIMUM CHARGES SHOWN ARE NOT RECOMMENDED. 




IM 


15 




Test Specifications 

Firearm Used: Winchester Model 94AE 

Bbl. Length/Twist: 1671x36’ 

Test Components 
Cases: Federal 
Trlm-to Length: 1.2B0" 

Primers: Federal 155 


The .45 Coll is one of the oldest handgun cartridges still in common use. 
Introduced by Colt in 1873. the .45 was designed for the classic Single Action 
Army, also known as the Peacemaker. Originally loaded with a stiff charge of 40 
grains of black powder and a 250 or 255 grain bul let, die .45 Coll vapidly carried 
a reputation as a reliable right stopper on the western frontier, Over 120 years after 
its introduction, the .45 Colt remains one ol our most popular big bore handgun 
cartridges. 

The sealed breach, strong lock up and longer band of the Winchester and 
Marlin carbines offer substantial room for improvement over the ballistic 
performance available in a .45 Colt handgun. Although it is often compared to the 
more power tul .44 Magnum, the .45 Coll cannot be pushed to the same levels. I n 
our testing, using otherwise identical Winchester Model 94AE carbines, we were 
able toobtain some 200 fee I persecond more velocity with the .44 Magnum when 
like bullet weights were used. When used within its range limitations, the .45 is 
still a reliable performer. With solidly consti ucted bullets capable of giving deep 
penetration, the 45 Colt is capable of cleanly taking whitelail deer and black bear 
at short ranges. In many respects, the 45 Colt is superior to the smaller caliber 
high velocity cattridges used in this type ofl uniting. In the words of the late Elmer 
Keith, a large, slow moving bullei giving complete penetration "lets a lot of air 
in, and a lot of blood out." 

The following data was worked up specifically for the Winchester or 
Marlin 45 Colt rifles, and should not be used in revolvers or weaker replica lever 
actions. In our testing, we found Accurate No.9, llodgdon’slll 10 and Winches¬ 
ter 296 to be the best powders for high velocity loadings. Magnum primers 
provide the best ignition when such slow burning powders are used, generally 
giving the most uniform velocity and accuracy. A firm crimp is required with 
these powders, and we had excellent results with the I .ee Factory Crimp Die. This 
crimp must lie applied in a separate operation, but we normally recommend this 
over seating and crimping in the same step. 
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.45 Colt - Sierra Bullets 
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.45 Colt - Sierra Bullets 


Accuracy Load: 11110722.3 grs.; 1500 1pt>/1190 fl.ltrv 
Hunting Load: AA-No 9» 1.6 grs.: 1550 fp&'l OHO Mbs 


.4515 300 Rr.JSP 

Cartridge OAL: 1.735" 


Powder 1 / Velocity 

-* 1290 

1300 

1400 

1450 

1500 

Blue Dol 

13.3 

14.3 

15.3 

15.8 

__ 

AA-No 9 

16.1 

17.5 

18.9 

19.6 

- - - 

2400 

17.1 

18.5 

19.8 

204 

____ 

Vihl Nt 10 

17.2 

18.1 

19.0 


- — 

H110 


1 B.4 

20.0 

20.8 

21.7 _ _ 

296 


18.6 

20.0 

20.7 

21.5 _ 

6B0 


20.3 

21.9 

22.7 

23.4 

Energy/ft.lbs. 

959 

1126 

1305 

1400 

rm 


Accuracy Load: VM Nt 10/19.0 gr.; MOO lps/1305 ft lbs. 
Hunting Load: 396/21.5 gr.: 1600 lps.'14H9 It. IbS- 

INDICATES MAXIMUM LOAD-USE CAUTIQM 
[JARS LESS I HAN MINIMUM CHARGES SHOWN ARE NOT RECOMMENt 


(RIFLE DATA) 


Vr v" ' .V. ; ' * , „ -■ / . 

.4515 240 gr. JHC 
Cartridge OAL: 1.600" 


Powder 1 1 Veloci ty 

Unique _ 

S R4756 _ 

Blue Dot__ 

AA-No .7__ 

AANo.9 _ 

Vihl NIIQ 

mi o _ _ 

296 _ 

) MR-4227_ 

Energy/Ji.lbs. _ 


45 Colt, continued 










SPEER HAS A MORE 
POTENT RECIPE FOR PUNCH. 


ran mcliaqlt ckpamauin, 

EVEN AT COV. VCLOOTICS 


Mm TEN l.b% AN TIM OMV — 
l_fe.AU IS hiMMCfi INTO JACACT. 
(/NifTIMft I'.ohl- AND JACKET. 


The improved 
163 a main aor* 
Hot Con** bullet 



.1 ; 



OOVDLCSWAGCD riTM | ICHT 
PIAMfcTCA CONTFOI Anii 

imkrovco accuracy 


"SOI fif m- rvKfe" homo or 
I FACT CONE IO JACK L 7 


HCAVV JACKET 15 45 6% 
THICKER THAN Ol G OtSICN. 
GIVING BULXET GHttltH 
5! IICNGTII HWOWtlC**! 
nCTCNTiON DURING t MM ACT 
AT IIIGm VCcOCIT 1C 5 
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The secret of its success I lot-Cor Our own spe¬ 
cial process that injects molten lead into the jacket, 
rather than forcing in a cold lead slug. The result 


,*ue. 163 Cft 
/2*<. m» fsrotJ 
«v» m kT Shu i imo 

• Al • MITir TC5T ncu«* 


greater expansion and weight 
retention than conventional 


"cold core" bullets With deadly accuracy 
and consistency. Shot after shot after shot. 




YOUR SHOOTING PARTNER- 

CC« • SHEER • NCOS •OUT tNb • WEAVE H 




.45 Colt - Speer bullets 


In 1873, thr U.S. Army adopted 
the famous Colt Single Action 
Army revolver sts its service sidearm. 
It was chambered for the new 45 
Colt cartridge that held art impres¬ 
sive quantity of"black powder under 
a 255 grain lead bullet. The new 
combination proved both powerful 
and accurate, serving for 17 years 
before being replaced by a 38 caliber 
revolver. Like oilier service car- 
rriesges, the 'IS Colt became popular 
with civilians. It is the oldest 
centerfrre handgun cartridge still in 
regular' use today. 

Today the 45 Colt is gaining new 
attention among sport shooters. 
Cowboy Action Shooting competi¬ 
tion calls for single action firearms 
and the 45 Colt is certainly the most 
nostalgic. Colt single action 
revolvers arc still available along 
with several well-made imported 
copies. Roger has sold thousands of 
rheir modern Blackhawk and 
Vaquero revolvers chambered for 45 
Colt. In the 1970's, Smith fie 
Wesson introduced the double- 
action Model 25 5 in the large "N- 
frame” series that stayed in the line 
until 1991. 

Factory ammunition was limited 
to a 25(1 or 255 grain lead bullet for 
many years. Velocities run around 
8UIJ to 85d fcct/scc in a six-inch 
barrel. Increased interest in the 
cartridge convinced ammo makers 
lo design newer bullet styles 
including hollow points starting in 
the 1970's. 

Prior to World War 11, most Colt 
revolvers had a bore diameter of 
.454'', Postwar guns measure .451" 
to .452"—the same as the 45 Auco. 
Many older loading diets arc 
designed ii>r use will) the larger 
bullets anti may not size and/or 
expand the case to grip die smaller 
bullets properly. Your expander ball 
should be no larger titan .450" 
diameter to properly load .451" 
bullets. We round chat new cases 


will not properly grip a jacketed 
bullet unless partially sized. Sizing 
the first half-inch of the case in a 
carbide die easily remedies this. 

Speer’s most popular jacketed 
bullets for standard pressure loads in 
the 45 Colt are the 200 anil 225 
grain jacketed hollow points. Both 
bullets can be loaded to sufficient 
velocities at normal pressures to give 
good performance. 

Speer’s 200 and 250 grain lead 
semi-wadcutiers make nice practice 
and target loads. The 200 grain 
bullet should he should be firmly 
roll-crimped over tire shoulder.The 
250 grain bullet will shoot very close 
to puint-of aim in fixed-sighted 
revolvers; however, the 200 grain 
bullet may shoot somewhat low. 

Bullets designed for the 45 Auto 
usually lack a crimping groove; thus, 
they arc more difficult to load in a 
revolver cartridge. When c.ritnping 
the 230 gram Gold Dot bullet, use a 
45 Auto taper crimp die to ad¬ 
equately grip the bullet without 
deforming the jacket. 

Wc show CAS loads for bullets 
from two RGBS moulds. Wc also 
tested the excellent 45-255-SWC 
Keith design bullet. This is probably 
the best general purpose lead bullet 
in the 45 Colt. Wc sized to .454" to 
create a good fit in the chamber 
throat. Our stall loads produce at 
. least 11,000 psi and we emphatically 
• recommend chat you not load these, 
bullets lighter. 

Although within industry pressure 
limits, these loads must be used only 
in revolvers originally made for 
smokeless propellant. If in doubt, 
check with the firearm manufacturer 
or a qualified gunsmith before firing 
the revolver with ANY modern 
ammo. 

The industry maximum average 
pressure lor tire 45 Colt is 14,000 
psi. 
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.45 colt - Speer Bullets 




.45 Colt - Speer Bullets 



.452' Dia. 
250 Grain 

Utrol »«irnnry 17 0 


4i4h<.U( C*n4tr«tit 


Povnlrjf 


Viht. 

3N37 


WAP 


823011 


B2081 


Green 


Uni que HiD sob 


Bullseye 


4683 


45 Caliber 
Cast 
Bullets 
225-230 
Grain 

Sect Opini fmai i wi 

bt-;l .. t.' in; iyi 

lu.nl Alloy 

(iiw-ialM owed 




(ftodotf j 1 —M- 1 — 

/^TION 

m IHOOT1NO DATA 


. o I Uiaien Ai 


RC'IM. Moult) Nil 


NOTl' VS i I it I h i little loads bind ttcxn Col t.AA Willi 0 J |nah banel 
fWlr W 1 On UAV«I .Fontt W1 Wrl Ve. ■ Purter 


17 

33~ 


10.3 

D.ft 


793 I Unique 


775 \H2 Impr 


00/0 


BaTfcsNC Cool III '•till 


C.O.L I. I ..1 Al 


1.515" 


Ciplort P«(t N<1 


4B77 


H54 


835 


Herco 


1021 

855 


American 

Select s.5 


782 

724 


t.v v«t 1 i-x>'.veei 


1026 


912 Universal " 


1012 


Unique 11 


0.37 


10 ■! 


»/') 


run 


Bull se ye 6 3 

927 8.0 


I S3 


10 li 


R - ,c 231 


.'IK 


I 0.&20 Li. fia/.W mi'l] 
p 0 . 4600 * ,"r Id it r'l - | 

Ll_._1 


A I— 00600 In. I. 
- 12S5 


'in. 1,02 wj 

P0f.64 <w«j- 


DuWiot o tint—rt mruE kmlfc lt<»r ttKM.-l b* v**4 ■*-. C«|4<on. 


MOTF fin . .. iiMitoinvmaj wllll 

ihitt bj“... , Min. itt.it mm: Itn llituly to" 
nimvtotj oynt llwt l>tllttl ibiiiilMin 


Max. Caso Length: I PB!i‘ 
Trim lo Lolifllhl 1 276" 
Max. Cart. Length: I 000” 
RCBS Shellholilei #20 
Barrel Lonoth: fl" 

Twist: 1 15" 


Tost Firearm: Hmilli & Wm'.non Model 25-5 
Case: WAV 
Primers: CCI 300, 350 


Wl Or* Ur V..t 


.452" Dia. 
200 Grain 

Sect Dt/iiCiL Lid 


45 

1.-SWC 



































45 Colt - Speer Bullets 


45 Caliber 
Cast 
Bullets 



We sell bullet moulds, not cast bullets. 
These bullets were cast in RCBS moulds. 
Contact your dealer tor more information 
on the IICBS line of premium moulds. 




255 Grain 

S«c 1 Dcnsitr .177 

•15-255 

SWD 





' - 1 - 

Luad Alls'/ 

hard 






Diameter Si7ed 

0.454" 






Oallisiic Coal 

0.165 





■-■ 

C. 0. L Tested Al 

1.665" 1 






RCBS Mould Nu 

62050 | 





Puwdot Wl.Oih 

. Mzf Vet. 

Powder 

Wl Grs. Mr: Vr,l. 

PowrE 

Wl G. 

•S. M/LVcl 

Viht. 16 " 8 

914 

Viht 

9.5 

847 


TO 

784 

N110 15.8 

809 

N350 

8.6 

717 

231 

6.1 

700 

H. 80 

883 


8.5 

846 

AA 

5.5 

752" 

Universal 7-2 

815 

Unique 

7.7 

789 

Nitro 100 5 0 

675 

SR 100 

865 

Power 

Pistol 

8.3 

810 

■km 



4756 90 

808 

7.3 

763 

■ 


i nuit. ; xcutras industry maximum cairriflfju lung!! 
45 Colt lovalvBrs will accept cartridges ol this length. 



.451" Dia. 


200 Grain 

Sect. Density .140 

. 45 

JHP 


r 




Ballistic Coefficient 

0.138 






C.O.L Tusteo At 

1.555" 






Speer Part No 

4477 







Powder 

Wl.G/s 


Powder 

. j ,, 

MzLViM. 

Powder 

Wt. Grr,. 

Mrl.Vel. 


12.5 

1081 


7.9 

994 


7.1 

921 

HS-6* 

1 1 0 

945 

Bullseye 

7.4 

920 

700-X 

6.1 

852 


9.8 

1048 

Green 

Dot 

8.8 

991 

Power 

Pistol 

9.2 

885 

Unique 

8.8 

940 

7.8 

860 

8.6 

829 


10.0 

1032 

H. 

9.2 _ 

985 

Tite- 

Group 

6.8 

865 

Herco 

90 

928 

Universal 

8.4 

892 

6.2 

788 

SR 

8.7 

1002 


7.6 

981 



* 

7625 

Mules: Held 

7.7 

880 

Red Dot 

7.1 

911 

■..-tt I':. 

JR 



Held print rtenulen maximum load? flity should oe used will! raulton 
OCI Maanum Primer used wild inis powdei 
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225 Grain 
230 Grain 

45 , 

Mag-JHP 

.45 

Gn-HP 





Sectional Density 

0.158 

D.182 





Rxllisiir. Cnfclf jcit?ft1 

0.169 

0 143 





C O.L rostori At 

1.590' 

1.600" 





Sp«»3r P<irt No 

4479 

4483 





Powder Wt. (Vs 

Mil Vnl 

Pawdei 

Wt Grs V.rl.Vnl 

Powder W»,. Crc. 

Mzl.Vei. 

13.0 

1036 


9.0 

932 

Power 

Pistol 

9.5 

87B 

Blue Dot 12 0 

967 

Unique 

8.1 

82 7 

8.5 

823 

11.0 

SR 

9B2 


9.4 

918 

H. 


9.0 

873 

4756 f*>4 

836 

Herco 

8.4 

839 

Universal 

8.2 

819 

Vih. 180 

946 

AA 

11.8 

912 



8.3 

870 

Ml 10 160 

778 

#5 

10.8 

840 

231 


7.5 

804 

11.8 

936 


7.1 

890 

: - . : 


HS-6* '08 

876 

Bullseye 6.4 

825 

■:& >iV ij-ir y w, 
; ;-v 

M 

* 





.451" Dia. 


260 Grain 

Sent Denilly .183 

45 

Mag-JHP 






PeiilslicUoeliaiehl 

0.183 






C.O.L. Tested a» 

1.590" 


- 




Spesr Pen .No 

4481 







PowrtlK 

Wt Cf3 

Mzl.vel 

Posvder 

Wt, Ore, 

m.-i Vej 

Kcwilei Wt. <3rs 



13.0 

941 

H. 

Universal 

8.9 

897 

Power 

8.4 

852 

Blue Dot 120 

820 

8.0 

753 

Pistol 

7.8 

749 


11.5 

925 


B.7 

B90 


8.0 

843 

HS-6* 

10.5 

810 

Unique 

7.9 

799 

231 

7.2 

725 

AA 

11.4 

898 


10.4 

875 


7.1 

841 

#5 

10.4 

797 

3N37 

9.4 

739 

Bullseye 

6.4 

785 


Nolen: 3old print dertotes maximum xtnd:;. Thny sixuild bo used with ctiulittri. 
* CCI Magnum Pnrrer useJ with II ib powder. 


1 
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45 Colt - Speer Bullets 


With the introduction of stronger 
revolvers and pistols chambered ior 
die 45 Col t cartridge, hantllosde.rs 
ieh Lhat die performance of the 
cartridge could be enhanced by 
loading co higher pressure levels. 
The Roger RJackhawk and the 
Thompson/Cenrer Contender can 
both handle somewhat higher 
pressures than traditional 45 Cob 
revolvers. The resulting increase in 
velocity makes the 45 Colt a potent 
hunting handgun. 


However, there are limitations. 
Some handloadcrs have assembled 
45 Colt loads that exceed the 
pressures of the 44 Magnum! The 
45 Colt case is not as strong as the 
44 Magnum case and you must not 
attempt to load it as high, regardless 
of the gun model. The loads Speer 
developed are roughly halfway 
between standard 45 Colt and 44 
Magnum pressures. This results in a 
significant increase in energy, yet 
the loads were sale in Speers test 
firearms. If you need more power 
than this, buy' a 44 Magnum or a 
454 Casull! 

The bullets we selected for these 
loads arc designed for high-velocity 
use. The 185 arid 230 grain Gold 


Dot bullets arc intended for the 45 
Auto and standard pressure 45 Colt 
loads. Penetration with either bullet 
is limited at high velocities ana 1l vs 
difficult to adequately crimp them to 
prevent llieir moving in the case 
under heavy recoil. 

All bullets shown should he heavily 
roll-crimped. We crimped the 300 
grain Uni-Cor soft point to the 
rear cannelure for a cartridge length 
of 1.640". Do not seal them to the 
front cannelure with these loads as 
excessive pressure will result. 1 .oads 
for the 300 grain bullet were 
developed in a copper crusher rest 
barrel; they operate at higher 
pleasure than those for lighter 
bullets, up to 25,000 cup. ICven so, 
they showed no pressure signs in our 
test revolver. 

When expanding case necks, make 
sure that your expander plug is no 
larger than .450" to insure a firm 
grip on the bullet. We recommend 
that these loads he used in new or 
once-fired cases known to he of 
recent manufacture. Older cases of 
the “balloon head” style aren’t strong 
enough to hold modern pressures. 


Imi 


Important Safety Notice 


i 


These loads are intended for use only in Huger 
Blackhawk and Vaqurro revolvers, and the Thompson/ 

I Center Contender. They arc not to be used in aay' other 

_ i i i r* ’ * ■ i t\' i , 



Hi 


f 13.0? nmj 

( — Od&QO in. hiinj—* 

. i 



■ ■ ■■■ --— 

Hi 




—1 !—— Q0GOO in. 1.02 rtlrrlj 

Hi 






Max. Case Length: 1.285' 
Trifn-to Length: 1.275" 
Max. Cart. Length: 1.600" 
HOBS SI'.ellholder: it 20 
Darrel Length: 7.50" 
Twist: 1-16" 


Test Firearm: Huger Dlackhav/K 

Case: W-W 

Primers: CCl 300, 350 


Hi 

a* 

«■ 

«■ 

Hi 

ifei 

Hi 

Ha 

Hi 



.451" £Jia„ 


200 Grain 

Suet. D»rr.ity .140 

45 

JIIP 






liall&lc Coeft*Cieni 

0.136 






COL Tealed At 

1.555" 






Spoor Pari No. 

4477 






Pov/der 

'.VI. CitB. 

Mrl.Vel 

Powder 

Wt. Gif 

Mzl.Vel 

I’mwler 

'.VI Gff 

f.1V.-l 

SR 

25.5 C 

1333 


11.8 

1301 


12.2 

1245 

4759 

23.5 

1224 

Unique 

11.3 

1259 

Herco 

11.7 

1199 


14.6 

1313 


20.3 

1287 


to.s 

1238 

HS-6* 

13.3 

1220 

2400 

18.3 

1162 

231 

10.0 

1198 


(Huger & T/C Contender Only) 
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-ts 

UCSP 


1343 


C-O-U fnstfid At 


MLOrs. V'l.Vel. • F'wsfcr 


Ppwdiii 


.45 Colt - Speer Bullets 


.451" Dia. 
225 Grain 


Seel. Density .169 l 


peer Pan foe. 


n.illisM:: C&4?lici£n* 


Wl Grs 


1040 


938 


974 


12400 


1011 


P,;i! r.lic Goeflicent 


Unique 10 5 


2.5 


V<il.Vpl. 


Mil.Vol. I Powdu 


1216 Bullseve s.5 


Vlht. 

N110 


23.0C 1339 

2T0 1209 


0.199_ 

.L'-K’’ 


r. s'j.I Tusiod Al 
Speof Prrl Mo. 


P owdftr Wl. Gin. 

16.0 

Blue Dot H.o 


1229 

1165 


SR 

4759 


22.5 

1029 

20.3 

825 


SR 

4759 


23.5C 1198 

21.5 1094 


H110‘ ib. 5 1042 Herco 100 996 Bullseye 85 1005 

(Huger & T/C Contender Only) 


2 

296* T 


2400 


NOTE: Seal outlet to roar 
cannelure these toads were 
ftnvclnpc*^ using rr.ppnr cnir.hcr 
equipment *o a pressure <v! Pfj.OOD 
CUP 


=451" Dia. 
350 Grain 

Hft-r. Density 2‘ 


SHOOTER 


S 


LOG 
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45 Colt - Speer Bullets 



Lead Bullet Loads for Cowboy Action Shooting 


Although most widely known as a 
handgun cartridge, the '15 Cole is 
seeing increased use in rifles and 
carbines for Cowboy Action 
Shooting {CAS). The loads here are 
intended expressly for this sport. 
They use bullets from the RGBS 
45-225 CAV mould or the 45-230 
CAS mould. Both bullets are 
profiled to work well in both rifles 
and handguns, and have proved 
quite accurate in both. 

A CAS cartridge must provide 
reliable feeding in lever-action titles. 
A significant factor in obtaining 
reliability is paying attention to 
loaded cartridge lengths. When 
using the CAV bullet, best results 
arc obtained by trimming all cases to 
1.275 inch. If seated in cases that 
arc at the top of the length spec, tins 
bullet may be slightly over the l .600 
inch maximum cartridge length fot 
this cartridge; this could causing 
feeding problems in some rifles. 
Trimming cases to uniform length 
should give reliable feeding with the 
bullet firmly crimped in die groove 


provided. The newer 230 grain 
CAS bullet does not require any 
special atteuiion. It should produce 
a cartridge of proper length in most 
cases. 

Do NOT LOAD LIGHTER CHARGES 
Tt IAN THE LISTED STARTING LOADS 
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE. Doing 
so can cause unaccept ably high 
shot-to-shot variations in velocity 
and pressure, and increases the risk 
of a bullet lodging in the bore. 
Starting loads were carefully chosen 
to keep the minimum pressures 
above 12,000 psi, an important 
factor when loading rather small 
volumes of smokeless powder in 
this huge case. We also used a 
substantial roll crimp to increase 
bullet pull a id to prevent bullets 
from telescoping into the cases in a 
tubular magazine. 

Maximum loads listed here do 
not exceed the industry limit of 
14,000 psi. For additional informa¬ 
tion on this cartridge, see the 
Handgun Section. 


45 Gui.f - Steer bullets 















.45 Colt - Lyman Bullets 


Reloading Data Introduction: 

The Hala listed in (hi* section have been tested by cmr technicians and 
found to be safe when fouled will) our leal components and fired (under our 
laboratory controlled conditions) in our testing equipment. Since Lyman 
Products Corporation ha* no control over the manufacture of the various 
components listed, the actual loading, choice or condition of the firearm* and 
components used, no responsibility for use of this data is implied or assumed. 
Components: 

The reader should hear in mind that die components listed arc not of 
Lyman manufacture. Therefore, it i* imjiossiblc that production changes 
affecting ballistic performance can occur at any time without our knowledge. 
If there is ever a question na to the correctness of the component specified, 
write to it* manufacturer. 

Starting Load: 

It is essential that the rcmler liegiu with the suggested weight of |K>wdci 
in this bracket and woik up slowly (following load development 
precautions) to bis best performing load The novice should use only the 
"starling load" for a period of lime until he builds confidence and experience. 
Never decrease this charge as an increase in pressure could be encountered, 
Maximum Loud: 

All loads which are listed as maximum were tested and classified as 
maximum by our technician* in accordance wiih our laboratory standards. 
Under no circumstances should these loads lie exceeded, nor should they 
be quickly accepted by Hie reader as a safe working maximum for hia 
particular rifle or pistol. 

Many rcloadcrs misinterpret the meaning of the "maximum loud " They 
wrongly assume that if n high pressure load proved safe in a test laboratory 
then it is equally safe under any and nil conditions. This is not true. The 
reader must start with the "starting load" and work up his load carefully. 
Working with his particular firearm and component combination, he may 
encounter signs of execs* pressure before he reaches the maximum charge 
listed. 

'nic technician classifies a load as maximum after carefully considering 
many aspects of its ballistic performance. The maximum average pressure 
of (lie load is not the only criteria. Often a load having an acceptable 
maximum average pressure will be rejected (or reduced) due lo ils erratic 
performance. Accuracy must also be considered, particularly when dealing 
with cast lead alloy bullets. In all instances, the maximum listing represent* 
what our technician* consider to be the maximum working combination for 
the bullet, powder ami caliber listed These loads do nol exceed SAAMI 
standards. 

Accuracy Loads: 

Wien a load is noted as such in the data tables proper, it means that the 
given combination of components produced the most uniform internal 
ballistic* of any loud tested utilizing that particular bullet design. 
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45 Colt - Lyman Bullets 







Unless noted in "Comment*," the accuracy load whs nol fired nI target*. 
The load, however, docs have a high potential- assuming all cxlernul factors 
are oplimun— for producing outstanding accuracy since uniform iittcrnul 
ballistics arc critical to accuracy on target. You cannot have one without the 
otlier. 

Test Parameters: 

Velocities shown were taken at fifteen feet and not corrected to the 
muzzle. 

Each test siring began with u clean dry barrel and consisted of ten shots. 

Loads exhibiting erratic internal ballistic* were not per*usd. 

We had no problem with leading in any of our testing. 

Hullels: 

Bullet numlicrs arc luted in the introductory *|H.-cific«tion* for each 
cartridge ami in the headline above die appropriate data hlock-along with an 
illustration of that particular bullet. 

Please note these bullets are artists' rendering. Comparing your bullet 
against the drawing could reveal minor differences. Furthermore, minor 
changes lire sometimes made to bullets. These drawing*, which appear 
throughout the data sections, are for general reference only and nre nol 
intended lo be a precise representation. 

Bullet alloy is noted ax i* the exact weight of each tested bullet. 

Not all cart bullet* within a given caliber are intended to |<erform 
equally. We have used them in the most appropriate chainin'ring* 

Powders: 

We have limited our testing to those powders which are manufactured in 
the United Stales and which are readily available lo the consumer. The 
following brands are listed; Dupont (now IMR), Winchester, Hercules, 
Alcan, I iodgdon und Oeurhart Owen. 

Compressed Loads: 

All compressed loud* arc indicated with a +. Depending upon the 
volume of the specific cartridge ease used by the reader, he may, or may not, 
have dilVk'nlty starting bullets in such loads. If the bullet will nol start, reduce 
the load miIIu icntly so that 1/10* of space remains in the ease neck. Start the 
bullet into die ease and use whatever additional pressure is required to fully 
seat the bullet Failure la comply could result in a bulged ease. 

Filler Wads: 

Dacron filler wad* in the form of I /4-inch (hick bailing were used in 
conjunction willi cast bullet loads, where indicated. This material can be 
purchased in most yard-goods stores. It should lie cut into squares, which 
seal the ease. 

When developing a load, if * wad is desired, its should be used from tlic 
beginning as the eliargc weight is increased. It should never be added as an 
afterthought, once a maximum load has been established, since il* presence 
could result in a pressure increase of 2,000 CUP or more. 
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.45 Colt - Lyman Bullets 


.45 Colt - Lyman Bullets 



COMMENTS: 

This cartridge is often mistakenly called the 45 Long Colt. Care 
must be taken when siting as the tiny rim of this cartridge does not 
afford a good purchase for the shell holder. If undue force is 
needed to withdraw the case, the rim may tear away leaving the 
case jammed in the die. 

Hercules Unique is highly favored with all bullets for accuracy 
with this cartridge. 

Pre-World War It revolvers normally have a groove diameter of 
0.454 inch. Later handguns are nominally equipped with barrels 
having a groove diameter of 0.451 inch. I! in doubt about your 
handgun, slug the bore and size bullets accordingly. The first step 
of the expanding plug used must be 0.001" to 0.0015" under 
actual bullet diameter or bullets will not be tight in the case neck. 

Bullet #452424, the Elmer Keith bullet, has replaced bullet 
#454424 in all our data. The bullets are identical except that 
#452424 is a few thousandths smaller in diameter. This is our 
most popuiar bullet in this caliber. Carofully control seating depths 
of cast bullets to the listed length. Crimp #452424 on tho front 
edge of the forward driving band. Number 454190 should be used 
for larger 0.454" groove diameter revolvers and should be crimped 
on the ogive. 










TEST COMPONENTS: 

Cases. 

Trim-to I ongth. 

Primers. 

Primer Size. 

Lyman Shell Holder. 

Cast Bullets Used. 


TEST SPECIFICATIONS: 
(Velocity Only) 

Firearm Used. 

Barrel Length. 

Twist. 

Groove Dia. .. 


...Remington: Winchester 

... 1 . 200 “ 

.Winchester 7-111; 

Remington 2'h 

.Largo Prslol 

.No. 11 

.(Sized to .452" dia.) 

#454190, 250 gr. 
#452424, 255 gr. 
#454 Round Ball, 142 gr. 
#45468, 175 gr. 


Ruger Btackhawk 

.7W 

..1-16" 

.451" 


#45468 

1 75 gr.. (#2 Alloy] 1 .560 " OAL 


Sugg. 

Starting Velocity Pressure 


Max. 

Load 


Velocity Pressure 


POWDER 

Grains 

fps 

C.U.P. 

Grains 

fps C.U.P. 

++Red Dot 

4.0 

475 

— 

7.0 

885 

++Green Dot 

4.5 

490 

— 

7.5 

935 

♦♦Unique 

6.0 

595 

— 

10.0 

1035; — 

++/OOX 

4.0 

435 

— 

7.0 

910 

++PB 

4.5 

440 

— 

7.5 

845 

++SR-7625 

6.0 

510 

4— 

9.5 

925 

231 

7.0 

770 

— 

9.0 

1041 — 


HS-5 

AL-5 


9.5 


9.0 


818 

732 


11.0 


878 


— Erl 1.0 


«N«< 

' 


959 


■■ .. . ... ' 

/;■v : * 


Note: Loads shown in shaded panels are maximum. 

-i-r Designates use of Winchester cases and primers. 

















.45 Colt - Lyman Bullets 

#454190 

UyUJ 250 gr., (#2 Alloy] 1 .BOO" OAl. 


POWDER 

++Red Dot _ 
++Gre en Dot 
++Unique 
-H-70QX 
++PB 

♦ +SR-7625 
231 


c Mrm M _ v 

Sugg. Max. 

Starting Velocity Pressure Load Velocity Pressure 

G rains fps C.ILP. G rains fp s C.U.P. 

4.5 535 —• 6,5 835 — 


.... ..v.y.v • 

7.0 836 

Hj9:o- 875 * f■■■-■ .-.2. 

_6.0 800 _— 

7.5 870_- 

8.5 890 . — 

7.4 931 


#452424 

255 gr., (#2 Alloy) 1 .575 ■ OAL 


...yXy.w. • • 

•a./S* «««*«■/>'#'* • 


POWDER 

Grains 

fps 

++Red Dot 

4.5 

550 

++Green Dot 

4.5 

500 

++Unique 

6.0 

590 

++700X 

4.5 

535 

++PB 

5.0 

530 

++SR-7625 

6.0 

555 

HS-6 

7.8 

630 


C.U.P. Grains 

— ~ jH&O 

— 6.5 


drains fps C.U.P. 

i..O 780 

6.5 7C5 

8.5 845 

6.0 785 —— 

7 o 75Q 

8.0 835 

.... . . , . ....... v . 

9.5 761 — 


XW • ;. ; «<«waw.-.'.. ...... ... 

:< :« Xy>v*vv.y.y.. .«..... 


Note: Loads shown in shaded panels are maximum. 

++ Designates use of Winchester cases and primers. 
j. Designates a factory velocity duplication load. 
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45 Colt - Lyman Bullets 


LULL - lx Y MAN BULLETS 


(RUGER & T/C ONLY) 

COMMENTS: 

Care must be taken when sizing as the tiny rim of this cartridge 
does not afford a good purchase for the shell holder. If undue force 
is needed to withdraw the case, the rim may tear away leaving the 
case jammed in the die. 

Unique is highly favored with all bullets for accuracy in this 
cartridge. 

The first step of the expanding plug used must be 0.001" to 
0.0015" under actual bullet diameter or bullets will not be tight in 
the case neck. 

Bullet #452424, the Elmer Keith bullet, has replaced bullet 
#4154424 in all our data. The bullets are identical except that 
#452424 is a few thousandths smaller in diameter. This is our 
most popular bullet in this caliber. Carefully control seating depths 
of cast bullets to the listed length. 


TEST COMPONENTS: 

Cases...Winchester 

Trim-to Length.1.275" 

Primers.Winchester 7-111 

Primer Size.l argo Pistol 

Lyman Shell Holder.No. 11 

Cast Bullets Used ....(Sized to .452” dia.) 

#454190,250 gr. 
#452424, 255 gr. 


(RUGER & T/C ONLY) 

#45468 

1 75 gr.. (#2 Alloy) 1 .560" DAL 


POWDER 

Sugg. 

Starting Velocity Pressure 
Grains fps C.U.P. 

Max. 
Load 
r Grains 

. .s 

•yy»v*w . JT \ 

Velocity Pressure 
fps C.U.P. 

Red Dot 

7.0 

885 

9.0 

1100 - 

Green Dot 

7.5 

935 

9.5 

1098 

Unique 

10.0 

1035 — 

11 5 

1192 _ 

700X 

7.0 

910 — 

9.0 

1159 — 

PB 

7.5 

845 — 

10.4 

1140 - 

SR-762S 

9.5 

925 — 

10.5 

1117 — 

231 

9.0 

1041 — 

10.0 

1114 - 

HS-5 

11.0 

878 

12.5 

1081 — 

AL-5 

11.0 

959 

*13.0 

1107 — 





• 

/' ‘ * . ' xvXk 


POWDER 


# 454*190 

250 yr., (#2 Alloy) 1 .600 " OAL 


Sugg. Max. 

Starting Velocity Pressure Load Velocity Pressure 


Grains 


C.U.P. Grains 


TEST SPECIFICATIONS: 
(Velocity Only) 

■ ■ 

‘ Red Dot 

6.5 

835 

- 9.4 1097 


++Unique 

4:9.0 

875 

— 11.5 1185 

M 

++700X 

6.0 

800 

— 9.0 . 1122 

Firearm Used. 

..Thompson/Center Contender * 

10" 

+-+PB 

7.5 

820 

— 10.0 1127 — 

Twist. 

.1-24* w A 

t SR-7625 

8.5 

890 

10.5 1150 — 

Groove Dia. 

.. - 452 ' m 

231 

7.4 

931 

— 10.0 1088 — 


HS-5 

9.8 

859 

_ 1017 _c 


■gi 

AL-5 

9.6 

869 

*12.0 : 1003 — 


-- m wm 




. v .^x> vvX.v■: 

....- yX;xy/.-: .»VX"• s <yyyvAv..■ •>, •yry'A. • . 



Note: 

Loads shown in shaded panels are maximum. 


__ 

* 

Designates potentially most accurate load. 


MM 

++ 

Designates uso of Winchester cases and primers. 



4 Designates factory velocity duplication load. 

























.45 Colt - Lyman Bullets 

(RIFLE DATA) 

COMMENTS: 

I his cartridge is often erroneously called the 45 Long Colt Care 
must be taken when sizing as the tiny rim of this cartridge does not 
afford a good purchase for the shell holder. If undue force is 


needed to withdraw the case, the rim may tear away leavinq the 
case jammed in the die. 

Unique is highly favored with all bullets for accuracy with this 
cartridge. 

TEST COMPONENTS: 

Cases . 


Trim-to Length. 

Primers. 

Primer Size. 

.Winchester #7-111, WLP 

Lyman Shell Holder ... . 


Cast Pullets Used ... 



#454190, 250 gr. 
#454424, 250 gr. 

TEST SPECIFICATIONS: 
(Velocity Only) 

Firearm Used.... 

Barrel Length. 

Twist. 

.Winchester Model 94AE 

Groove Dia. 




















.45 Coi.t - Lyman Bullets 

(RIFLE DATA) 



OOP 

<250 gr 

#4541SO 

, (#□ Alloy) 1 .600 " OAL 


Sugg. 

Starting 

Grains 

Velnritv Prpssurp 

* I* 1 ”~‘~ v ' __ ..... 

.....ill CIA. 

Load Velocity Pressure 
Grains fps C.U.P. 

POWDER 

fps 

C.U.P. 

Red Dot 

4.5 

763 

— 

6.5 1002 

231 

6.5 

967 

— 

7.4 1069 

700X 

4.5 

816 

— 

6 () 992 

AA 5 

10.5 

1160 

— 

Mil 1237 

Unique 

6.0 

809 

— 

liy.yi'X'K’X'Giyvlw v v/. ;■ 

9.0 1157 

SR-7625 

6.0 

767 

— 

8.5 1106 — 

AA N100 

6.0 

961 

— 

6.5 1020 





<vX »*«<->WP<5 - . 

. ...... •.••• . ••■/■•••• 

a; S.c ■>'. . - xm • 


m 




□50 gr 

, [#□ Alloy) 1 .575 " OAL 

POWDER 

Sugg. 

Starting 

Grains 

Velocity Pressure 
fps C.U.P. 

- ■ ■■ ' ' - W : 

Max. 

Load Velocity Pressure 
Grains ffis C.U.P. 

Red Dot 

4.5 

746 

— 

6.0 947 

700X 

4.5 

809 

— 

■ • .•; •••■::•••• ... «.v w '„ ...v^w^vyV'.y./.:. .. 

6.0 993 — 

AA 5 

10.0 

1119 

— 

10.7 1204 

Unique 

6.0 

836 

— 

85 1110 

HS-6 

7.8 

704 

— 

9.5 911 — 

SR-7625 

6.0 

775 

— 

8.0 1054 - 

AA N100 

5.5 

912 

— 

6.2 997 — 

- •••>v~- 


Mole: Loads shown in shaded panels are maximum. 
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.45 Colt - RGBS Bullets 


■ . - 

Gun; Colt SAA 

Barrel: 5Vi" 

Twist: 1-16 

Cases: W-W 

Primers: CCI 300, *350 


> 


45-185-BB 


Wt. 185 GR. 
Dia. .452" 

Lube: Pistol 






POWDER 

WT. IN 
GRAINS 

Ml/2 

VEL 

POWDER 

WT. IN 
GRAINS 

MUZ 

VEL 

HS5 

*9.0 

■e.o 

881 

771 

Bullseye 

7.8 

6.8 

1004 

881 

231 

8.6 

7.6 

1011 

903 

700X 

6.8 

5.8 

930 

772 


Wt. 200 GR. 

Dia. .452" 

Lube: Pistol 


45-200-SWC 


45^201-SWC 



WT. IN 


MUZ 

VEL 


POWDER 


•DENCHES USE OF CCI MEO MAGNUM PRIMER 


WT. IN 
GRAINS 


MUZ 

VEL 


HS6 

*12.0 

*11.0 

1007 

933 

SR 

7625 

8.0 

7.0 

895 

781 

Herco 

9.0 

8.0 

928 

814 

231 

7.9 

6.9 

943 

832 
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.45 Colt - RCBS Bullets 



Lube: Pistol 


POWDER 

WT. IN 
GRAINS 

MUZ 

VEL 

POWDER 

WT. IN 
GRAINS 

MUZ 

VEL 

sn 

8.5 

727 

231 

7.2 

816 

4756 

7.5 

644 

6.2 

696 

Unique 

8.4 

7.4 

902 

806 

HP38 

6.7 

5.7 

852 

735 


Wt. 255 GR. 

Dia. .452'' 

Lube: Pistol 




POWOER 

WT. IN 
GRAINS 

MUZ 

VEL 

POWOER 

WT. IN 
GRAINS 

MUZ 

vei 

HS6 

*10.1 

839 

Red Dot 

6.5 

814 


• 9.1 

736 


5.5 

696 

PB 

7.0 

758 

700X 

5.7 

758 


6.0 

061 


5.2 

695 


•DENOTES USE OF CCI »360 MAGNUM PRIMER 




45 Colt - RGBS Bullets 


45 Colt for Roger and 
Contender Only 


Gun: Ruger Blackhawk 
Barrel: 7 Vi” 

Twist: 1-16 
Cases: W-W 
Primers: CCI 300, *350 


Wt. 185 GR. 

Dia. .452'' 

Lube: Pistol 



POWDER 

WT. IN 
GRAINS 

MUZ 

VEL 

POWDER 

WT. IN 
GRAINS 

MUZ 

VEL 

HS5 

12.0 

11.0 

1176 

1055 

SR 

7625 

10.0 

9.0 

1229 

1114 

Unique 

11.5 

10.5 

1319 

1212 

Red Dot 

8.5 

8.0 

1215 

1135 

Bullseye 

10.5 

9.5 

1340 

1223 

231 

9.5 

9.0 

1183 

1136 


Wt. 200 GR. 

Dia. .452" 

Lube: Pistol 



POWDER 

WT. IN 
GRAINS 

MIJZ 

VEL 

powDcn 

WT. IN 
GRAINS 

MU? 

VEL 

2400 

*19.8 

*17.8 

1321 

1145 

Herco 

11.7 

10.7 

1320 

1201 

HS6 

*14.8 

1392 

231 

10.6 

1314 

__ _ 

*13.8 

1259 

9.6 

1190 

SR 

__ 4756 

12.0 

11.0 

1344 

1222 

PB 

9.5 

8.5 

1190 

1073 


•DENOTES USE OF CCI fxXI MAGNUM PRIMER 
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Lube: Pistol 


POWDER 

WT. IN 
GRAINS 

MUZ 

va 

POWDER 

WT. IN 
GRAINS 

MUZ 

VEL 

SR 

23.0 

1284 

HS6 

•13.9 

1286 

4759 

21.0 

1177 

*12.9 

1198 

IMR 

*21.5 

1204 

231 

10.0 

1242 

4227 

*19.5 

1089 

9.0 

1128 

Blue Dot 

14.9 

13.9 

1232 

1131 

Bullsaye 

9.0 

8.0 

1107 

976 


Wt. 250 GR. 

Dia. .452" 

Lube: Pistol 



POWDER 

WT. IN 
GRAINS 

MUZ 

VEL 

POWDER 

WT. IN 
CHAINS 

MUZ 

VEL 

2400 

*17.9 

*15.9 

1242 

1121_ 

231 

9.3 

8.8 

1085 

1022 

HS7 

*15.0 

*13.0 

1239 

1088 

Bullseye 

9.0 

8.0 

1123 

992 

SR 

7625 

10.0 

9.0 

1242 

1113 

700X 

8.7 

8.2 

1135 

1062 

■denotes use of cci ciso mac mum PRIMER 
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45 Colt - Accurate Powders 


Introduction 

I here has been a re-evaluation of the criteria tor selecting data 
for inclusion. This means there will be some disagreement with 
previous data. Tire data in this guide takes precedence over all 
prior publications. Previous editions oi this loading guide 
should be discarded 

For instance, we left out load combinations that worn 'position 
sensitive'. This is what occurs when the load density is low. 
Velocity with the powder at the bullet is different (rom the velocity 
with the powder at the primer. More of these were noted with the 
bait propellants than with the extruded propellants. 

In light of Ihe growth o! IPSC shooting, 38 Super Auto loads that 
make the 'major' classification (bullet weight x velocity => 175,000) 
are identified. While we have tested many combinations o( 
components in 3mm Luger to attempt to meet 'major' require¬ 
ments. we have not been able to find a load that makes the power 
door tor 'major' without exceeding SAAMI pressure recommen¬ 
dations. And while we were able to find loads for 38 Super Auto, 
ihey were not with lighter bullets. Turn 1o the data section tor 
specific details. 

In the charge tables, Ihe 'START' charge listed for each load is 
our suggested beginning point with Ihe components listed. There 
is the possibility that changing the named components could 
cause the maximum charge to be excessive. Itius a reduction of 
Ihe charge would be necessary. Some batches of military brass 
may require reducing the maximum charge by 8-12% to keep 
chamber pressure in line. __ i 

If you find signs of excessive pressure while using 
loads in this loading guide, STOP TESTING and verify all 
data and loading procedures. If they seem to be in order, 
check with our iab facility before proceeding. 

Charge weights were obtained using industry standard pres¬ 
sure barrels. When time permitted, off-the-shelf weapons were 
used to obiam velocity figures. The guns used are noted. 

In reloading, the prime concern should always be SAFETY. 
Always wear eye protection when reloading, even when working 
with the 'non-volatile' components. Always keep the reloading 
area clean. Never have more than one propellant within easy 
reach at any given time. Avoid having similar looking bullets ot 
different weights on the bench at the same lime. Read the safety 
notes before loading. 

We have not found magnum primers to offer any particular 
advantage with our handgun powders. But, there are some rifle 
cartridges where they were used. 

Handgun loads using the slower powders (No.7, No.9. and 
1680) reguirc- heavy crimp and high bullet pull to insure consis¬ 
tency - particularly with cast bullet loads or in extremely cold 
weather. Re sure your dies are capable of this, otherwise the 
consistency of the load will be atfected. 

In the text, bullet weights lor cast bullets - identified by (L) are 
actual weights, not the nominal weights. 
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.45 COLT - ACCURATE POWDERS 


The .45 Colt was introduced as one of 
the first cartridges for the Model P Colt 
Single Action Army revolver. 

This cartridge was adopted by the 
U.S. Army in 1875 and served ns their 
official military handgun cartridge for 17 
years. 

As originally developed, the .45 Colt was loaded with 40 grains of FFg powder with a 255 
grain loud bullet for about 810 FPS. . 

The .45 Colt has been around for 120 years and Still has n loyal following. It has become 
popular to fire higher pressure loads in modern revolvers such as the Huger Blaekhawk. Firing 
such loads in the blackpowdor revolvers and replicas have caused disastrous results. 

The large case capacity of the .45 Colt combined with its low SAAMi Maximum Average 
Pressure of 14,000 C U P produces a cartridge that cannot efficiently utilise most modern 
smokeless propellants. Accurate Nitro 100 is an excellent choice to produce consistent 
ballistics at low pressures due to its low bulk density and excellent ignition characteristics. 



.45 COLT 


Gun 

DOUGLAS 

Max Length 

1.286 

Barrel Length 

7'St- 

. T/im Length 

1 265 

Primer 

CCI 300 

OAL Mex 

1 GOO 

Case 

WW 

OAL Min 

1.550 


jl Bullet 

5tA»r LQAOS 

Powder GroVn 

Vol. 

MAXIMUM LOADS 
PottOor Great* 

Vol 

cor. 

CartAfeo 

Looglh 

Commerd 

215 tU SWC 

N100 

6 3 

846 

NIOO 

7.0 

001 

14.000 

1 575' 

CP 


No. a 

to a 

904 

No.5 

12.1 

1027 

12.500 



225(U FN 

NIOO 

G.2 

821 

NIOO 

6.9 

933 

13, BCG 

1 520* 

• CP 


No.5 

13.9 

9C9 

NO.5 

12.1 

1033 

13,000 



240 (L) SWC 

NIOO 

5.9 

799 

NIOO 

6 0 

908 

14,000 

l 670- 

Qomnnls 


No.5 

10.2 

869 

NO.5 

11.3 

9B8 

14.000 



255 (L) SWC 

NIOO 

5.0 

780 

NIOO 

8.2 

006 

13,400 

1 600* 

LY454424 


No.5 

9.4 

846 

No.5 

10.4 

98i 

13.400 



SRA 186 JMP 

NIOO 

0 8 

944 

NIOO 

7.6 

1373 

14.000 

l 57fi* 



No.a 

10 8 

946 

No.5 

12.0 

1075 

12.200 



MOV 200 XI p 

NIOO 

6.4 

878 

NIOO 

7 1 

998 

13.900 

1.595* 



No.5 

10.4 

938 

No.5 

11.5 

1032 

13.400 



HCY 230 XTP 

NIOO 

6.1 

793 

NIOO 

6.8 

901 

14.000 

1.895" 



No.5 

9.9 

QS3 

No.5 

11.0 

969 

14.000 



SDA 240 JHP 

NIOO 

6.0 

774 

NIOO 

6.7 

B8C 

14.000 

1.590- 



No.5 

9.5 

854 

No.5 

10.5 

97C 

14.000 



HOY 250 XTP 

NIOO 

00 

016 

NSOU 

6 7 

700 

U 000 

1 870' 



No.5 

9.9 

704 

No.5 

11.U 

800 

54.000 



8PR 200 JHF 

NIOO 

5.9 

598 

NIOO 

6.5 

*379 

13.300 

1 BOO* 



No.5 

9.5 

071 

NO.5 

TO 0 

782 

14.1100 




• Oral SAAMI MAX OAI. 
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.45 Colt - Accurate Powders 


(Roger & T/C Loads Only) 

.45 COLT [ROGER & T/C ONLY)_ 

This loading data was developed in | |TN~--— y. ___ 

response to shooters' request for more ' I ’ 1 

powerful loads for use in Ruger and T/C ui»™' 

handeuns - ilk_ 

These louds develop (he same pres- _ J 

sures as -t-P .45 ACP loads. Despile l——-— - —— j 

occasional recommendations by other-----------| 

sources, do not handload .45 Colt ammo 

to .44 Magnum pressure levels. The 45 Colt brass is not as strong as .44 Magnum cases. 

Those loads must not be used in older, weaker firearms but should prove entirely 
satisfactory in tne firearms for which they are intended. 


45 COLT (RUGER & T/C ONLY) 


Gun 
Barrel Length 
Primer 
Case 


DOUGLAS 
?W 
CCI 300 
WW 


Max Length 
Trim Length 
CAL Max 
OAL Min 


1.285 
1.265 
1 6CO 
I 550 


4TART LOADS 
fONCfer Giclni V«i 


C amid s* 

C-U-f. lonQtt* Ccmmont 


MAXIMUM LOADS 
P©*c*t Grain* Vnl 


Puiier 


2i5 (USWC GC 


P0.7CO 1.550- CP 
20. BOO 
20.900 


0 0 1162 

13.6 1239 

16.6 1254 


12 2 1000 
14 9 1104 


225 (L) SWC 


7.9 1005 

12 2 1076 

14 3 1087 


3.9 1U2 

136 1223 


20.000 1.575- CP 

21.400 


8 fi 1007 
13.5 1210 

16.2 1207 


20.300 1.603 ‘ CP 

20.900 


24M IU SWC 


U 354 N100 

• 1 T010 No.5 

1 1062 No.7 


8.4 10B4 

2.3 1148 


20,300 1 570* Cfenmnts 

20.030 


!5 7 1196 


20.603 


25a a) swf: 


20.200 1 GOO - LY464424 


136 1C10 

15.3 1038 











43 UOL'l - ACCURATE t'OVVDEKS 



(Ruger & T/C Loads Only) 


3 BUlUet 

START 10 
Powder 

*0$ 

Ciort 

Vet 

MAXIMUM LOWS 
Porftfor S’oini 

Vcl. 

C.u.p. 

OartifcJg* 

L*nnlh Ccmmitfii 

280 <L) TC 

N100 

8.9 

665 

NIOO 

7.7 

003 

19.100 

1.650' ’ L8T 


No.5 

9.9 

801 

No.5 

11.0 

1012 

IB. 300 



No. 7 

12 6 

940 

No. 7 

14.C) 

106B 

19.033 



No.9 

16.8 

gga 

No.9 

* 17.5 

1134 

19.303 


300(U FN 

N100 


N/R 

NIOO 


N/R 


1.585- DAJ 


No.5 


Nt'R 

No.S 


N/R 




No.7 

11.7 

ao4 

No. 7 

13.0 

914 

1U.2CO 



No.9 

13 5 

795 

1*0.9 

15.0 

007 

17.SCO 


SRA 200 FPJ 

N100 

8 3 

1021 

NIOO 

9.2 

1160 

19.300 

1 660' 


No.6 

13 1 

1120 

No.5 

14 6 

1273 

20.000 



No. 7 

14.8 

1055 

No./ 

16.4 

1199 

15.300 


HDY 230 RN FMJ 

NIOO 

7.8 

933 

NIOO 

0 7 

1060 

19.600 

1.800* 


No. 5 

11.7 

moo 

No.5 

13.0 

1136 

18.603 



No. 7 

13.9 

1016 

No.7 

15.4 

1157 

18,503 


SRA 240 JHC 

N100 

7.7 

920 

NIOO 

6.5 

1C45 

20.100 

1.570' 


No.5 

11.7 

970 

Nu.S 

13.0 

1102 

15.300 



No.7 

14.0 

1010 

No. 7 

15.5 

1140 

20.400 


NOS 250 JHP 

NIOO 

7.5 

887 

NIOO 

8.3 

1000 

18.300 

1 585“ 


No.5 

10.9 

002 

No.5 

12.1 

1023 

18.100 



740.7 

13.7 

971 

No.7 

15.2 

1103 

19.800 


SPR 260 JHP 

NIOO 

7.3 

862 

NIOO 

8.T 

980 

19.700 

1.595- 


No.5 

»07 

900 

No.S 

119 

1023 

19.3CO 



No. 7 

13.5 

953 

No. 7 

15.0 

1003 

19.400 


SPil 300 SP 

NIOO 


N/fi 

NIOO 


Ni'fl 


1.505* 


No.5 


Nr'H 

No.5 


N/R 




No. 7 

. 11.7 

730 

No. 7 

13.0 

830 

20.300 



No.9 

13.5 

745 

No.9 

15.0 

047 

19.200 


HDY 300 XTP 

NIOO 


N/R 

NIOO 


N/R 


1 580*' 


No.S 


N/R 

No.5 


N/R 




No. 7 

11.7 

693 

No. 7 

13 0 

788 

20,700 



No. 9 

13.5 

710 

No.9 

15 0 

807 

19.500 



• Over SAAMI MAX OAL 


SHOOTER S LOG 
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MAXIMUM ICAM 
Powder Giolm Ved 


JIA*T IOAO) 
Powder G i 


Ccrtic9<i 

Icrity* Comment 


45 tOLi - ACCURATE POWDERS 


(Rifle Loads) 


The .4f> Colt carbines 
ere another example of 
Americans’ affinity for a 
handgun and carhitie 
chambered for the some 
cartridge. 


O0Oll.-tSmrti| 


I QO r^nmi 


The data shown below " ' ———. 

are the same loads devel¬ 
oped for use in the Roger Revolver and T/C Contender single-shot handgun. 


These loads were fired through a IGVa" barrel Winchester Mode! 9-1AL carbine. 


Our data does not exceed the pressures of .45 ACP I P loads. These loads are intended only 
for nse in modern carbines chand>ered for the .45 Colt cartridge. 


Gun 

Darnel l ooijlh 

Primer 

Case 


Max Length 
Trim Length 
OAL Max 
OAL Min 


2C.7CC 1 .550" Penny's 

20.BOC 

2D 900 


NIOO 

Md.U 


20,300 ’».570* Clemenls 

20.000 

20.600 


2U.200 ^ fiflO* LY452424 

I8.2UH 
19.700 
20.1 00 

























.45 Colt - Accurate Powders 
(Rifle Loads) 



280 (U TC 

N100 

B 0 

DAI 

NIOO 

r.7 

10BI 

19.100 

1.650” * LOT 


No. ft 

09 

971 

No.A 

11 0 

1103 

15.300 



No 7 

ire 


No.7 

HO 

IP 62 

19.000 



Non 

»&.e 

1198 

No. 9 

ITS 

1301 

10 3CC 


300 (U PH 

NIOO 


bun 

NIOO 




1-S«5- D&J 


No ft 


N**R 

No.5 


HU* 




Hof 

11.7 

1036 

NO. 7 

1.10 

1 142 

19.200 



Ho. 0 

t.i a 

1001 

No.9 

111 1) 

1 MB 

17.600 


SRA 200 PPJ 

N100 

53 

1136 

N10U 

V 7 

I7B1 

10.300 

1.585 * 


No ft 

l . i 

1234 

No 5 

H 0 

U07 

20.UCO 



No 7 

145 

!U83 

No 7 

iei 

1711 

16 30) 


HOY 230 RN fW.) 

NIOO 

70 

1067 

NIOO 

a t 

1711 

19 500 

: 6WT * 


No ft 

11 l 

1117 

No.5 

no 

VOW 

15 600 



No r 

1X0 

1076 

No. 7 

15 4 

1771 

I • • " 


SRA 240 JHC 

Ninn 

r,7 

1030 

NIOO 

0 5 

1170 

20. ICO 

1.590' 


No ft 

117 

1C67 

No.5 

110 

1212 

18 3CO 



No r 

1. ( 

1061 

Mo. 7 

15 ft 

1225 

20 4IM) 


NOS 2SO JMP 

NIOO 

76 

967 

NIOO 

H 3 

1009 

19.330 

1 50S* 


No ft 

10 0 

963 

No. 5 

12 1 

' 1117 

16.103 



No. 7 

| f 

1058 

No. 7 

15 7 

120? 

10.603 


SPR 2fi0 JHI* 

NIU(I 

7.3 

050 

M 1 CIO 

5,1 

1050 

19.700 

I.Sflfl* 


No A 

107 

1000 

No. 5 

it a 

ii :m> 

19,300 



No. 7 

13 fl 

1046 

No 7 

IS 0 

t mu 

19.400 


SPR300SP 

NIOO 


N.-A 

NIOO 


u*n 


1 585- 


No ft 


N.*H 

No 5 


Nm 




No V 

117 

Oj 

No 7 

130 

1023 

20.300 



No 0 

i3 a 

906 

No.9 

15 U 

*030 

10.200 


HDY 3CO XTP 

NIOO 


N/R 

NIOO 


N/n 


1.580* 


No S 


N.'R 

No.9 


N/H 




No T 

it / 

, :r= 

No. 7 

13 0 

1030 

20 2CO 



No V 

135 

966 

No 9 

190 

1055 

10600 



* Over SAAIX M®«. r .»■■■ OA1 


SHOOTER’S LOG 


I 
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45 Colt - An i ant Powders 




STARTING LOADS 


MAXIMUM LOAOS 


BUIIK 

POWOER 

GRS. 

VEL 

CUP 

POWDER 

GRS. 

VEL. 

CUP 

185 

Unique 

8.5 

912 

11,400 

Unique 

9.5 

1001 

14,000 

Ufl. 

Bullseye 

6.0 

859 

12.000 

Bullseye 

7.0 

976 

14,900 

200 

Unique 

80 

838 

11,600 

Unique 

9.0 

883 

14,400 

OR, 

Bullseye 

5.5 

821 

12,100 

Bullseye 

6.5 

892 

15,000 

225 - 

Unique 

7.5 

759 

12.400 

Unique 

8.5 

829 

15.100 

230 

Bullseye 

5.0 

744 

12.000 

Bullseye 

6.0 

824 

15.400 

GH 









240 - 

Unique 

7.0 

720 

11,800 

Unique 

8.0 

788 

14,900 

250 

Green Dot 

6.5 

729 

13.000 

Gieen Dot 

7.5 

800 

15,600 

OR 









260 

Unique 

7.0 

709 

12,000 

Unique 

80 

770 

15,600 

OR 

Green Dot 

6.0 

698 

12.600 

Green Dol 

7.0 

756 

15.000 

275 

Unique 

7.0 

667 

13.100 

Unique 

7.5 

705 

15,200 

GR 

Green Dot 

5.5 

636 

13,000 

Green Dot 

6.5 

711 

16.000 

300 

Unique 

60 

634 

13.100 


m 

689 


OH 






m 


■H 


NEVER EXCELD MAXIMUM LOADS. 


I , 

(Source: Ilodgdon Reloading Manual H 26 ) 





























.45 Colt - IIodgdon Powders 



45 COLT 


Dating back to 1873, the 45 Colt joins the 44 WCF and the 
45-70 as the longest surviving cenlerfire cartridges that are still 
chambered in regular production handguns and rifles. 

In the early days, lire standard barrel groove diameter for the 
45 Colt was .454 inch. That was changed to .451 to 452 inch after 
World War II. Unfortunately, reloading dies were a bit slow to 
catch up, and as Inti: as early 1980, dies failed to size the case neck 
enough lo hold a more modern .451 or .452 inch bullet. Moreover, 
cylinder throat diameters in (’olt sixguns have remained .456 to 
.457 inch in deference to those old .454 to .455 inch swaged lead 
bullets that were loaded over black |X)wder. 

The net result is tin inside neck diameter of .449 inch is 
needed to hold 451 lo .452 inch bullets and something close to 
.453 inch to provide a proper grip on cast or swaged lead bullets 
sized to .454 or .455 inch. Either way, the case is still big, and 
small doses of fust burning powder tend to wander around inside 
the case, causing wide velocity variations. To eliminate velocity 
spread problems with light charges use TITEGROUP. This powder 
was designed to be used in large cases with light charges and still 
maintain uniform velocities no matter what the powder position. 

Two sets of data follow one for standard and early Colts 
and one for modern revolvers and single shots. Only those listed 
should be used with I he higher pressure data. 


0.9130 in, 119 00 mm) 


0,4000 in, [13 14 mm) 


l_2©5 O in. 13364 mml 


0.0600 In. [1.93 mm) 


WINCHESTER 

B&r:eh 7.25" 


WINCHESTER LP 


tWifet: ■MB ' 1 
T.;r 1.280" 
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45 Colt - Hodgdon powders 



pownrR 

STARTING LOADS 

CRS. VEL. PRESSURE 

MAXIMUM i dad:; 

GRS. VEL. PRESSURE 

BULLET: 160 GR. CAST LRNFP D!A. .45?' 

1 

C.O.L 1.480" 

IJNIVERSAI 

6.5 

793 

7.400 CUP 

9.5 

1197 

12.900 CUP 

HP 38 

6.5 

917 

7.700 CUP 

90 

1177 

13.800 CUP 

TITf GROUP 

GO 

932 

6.000 CUP 

70 

1051 

9.100 CUP 

CLAYS 

5.0 

907 

7500 CUP 

64 

1083 

13.509 CUP 

BULLET. 180 GR. CAST LRNFP 

DIA. .452“ 

C.O.L. 1.MOT* 

UNI VC RSAl 

6.5 

791 

7,100 CUP 

9.2 

1161 

13,900 CUP 

1 IP-38 

60 

B38 

6,508 CUP 

82 

1087 

13,908 CUP 

TUI GROUP 

60 

918 

8,603 CUP 

69 

1020 

18,980 CUP 

CLAYS 

48 

340 

7,980 CUP 

6.0 

1016 

13 800 CUP 

BULLET: 208 GR. CAST LP.MFP 

D1A. .452* 

C.O.L.1.600T I 

UNIVERSAL 

6 4 

749 

5.700 CUP 

68 

1067 

13,608 CUP 

HP-38 

59 

761 

5.809 CUP 

6.0 

1092 

13,809 CUP 

TITEGROUP 

6.5 

933 

9.300 CUP 

7.7 

1050 

12,7110 CUP 

CLAYS 

4.6 

777 

5,900 CUP 

5,9 

1)31 

13,100 CUP 

BULLET: 200 GR. HDYCTP 


DIA. .452" 

C.O.L. 1.600" I 

HS6 

11.7 

994 

9.700 CUP 

130 

till 

13.900 CUP 

UHfVlHSAI 

80 

915 

9.600 CUP 

90 

1066 

13.900 CUP 

HP-38 

78 

956 

11.000 CUP 

87 

1048 

14,000 CUP 

TITEGROUP 

67 

899 

9.609 CUP 

75 

669 

12,703 CUP 

BULLET: 215 GR. CAST LRNFP 

DIA. .452" 

C.O.L 1.650“ 1 

UNIVERSAL 

G.6 

777 

5.3-30 ( HI 

6.6 

1001 

13,800 CUP 

HP-38 

59 

758 

5.900 CUP 

7.8 

965 

13,500 CUP 

TITEGROUP 

62 

881 

8,600 CUP 

7.2 

963 

12,100 CUP 

CLAYS 

46 

754 

6.400 CUP 

57 

889 

13.100 CUP 

BULLET 233 GR. CAST LRIIFP 

QiA. .452“ 

C.O.L 1.580" 

UNIVERSAL 

65 

761 

£500 CUP 

fil 

975 

13 890 CUP 

HP-38 

56 

738 

7,300 C'JP 

7.3 

941 

13 700 CUP 

TIT LGR0LIP 

5.8 

857 

10.300 CUP 

6 5 

934 

13,000 CUP 

CLAYS 

4 4 

734 

7,600 CUP 

5.4 

865 

13,900 CUP 

BULLET 250 GR. CAST LRMFP 

DIA. .452“ 

C.O.L. 1.688" 

IIS 6 

90 

787 

7.800 CUP 

105 

946 

13.300 CUP 

UMIVERSAJ 

66 

742 

5,200 CUP 

78 

941 

13000 CUP 

HP-38 

58 

785 

9.109 CUP 

7 t 

916 

13,900 CUP 

TITEGROUP 

5.5 

8i a 

10.008 CUP 

52 

681 

13,800 CUP 

Cl AYS 

4,2 

713 

8,580 CUP 

5.1 

81/ 

13,400 CUP 
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45 Colt - Hodgdon Powders 



Ho Da DON CONTINUED 



SI AM I INU LUADS 

MAXIMUM 1 DADS 

POWDER 

GRS. 

VEL. 

PRESSURE 

GRS. 

VEL. 

PRESSURE 








3ULLET: 253GR. HUY XTP 


01A. .452" 


C.O.L. 1.595* 

HS-6 

97 

m 

9.700 CUT 

108 

862 

13500 CUP 

UMVLRSAL 

75 

/0£> 

10.300 CUP 

85 

856 

14.000 CUP 

HP-38 

65 

692 

10.500 CLP 

75 

797 

14 O’JO CUP 

TITCGfURJP 

5.5 

m 

9.700 CUP 

5.3 

830 

12,700 CUP 

BULLET: 260GR. SPI1GDHP 


DIA. .452' 


C.O.L. 1.595" 

HS 6 

9 7 

m 

10,GOO CUP 

1C.7 

865 

14,000 CUP 

UNIVLRSAI 

7.0 

661 

9,400 CUP 

B.O 

813 

14 0110 CUP 

HP 38 

6.5 

m 

12.000 ciip 

7.1 

78/ 

14.000 CUP 

TITLGBOIIP 

55 

661 

8.300 CUP 

6.3 

797 

12.500 CUP 

BULLET: 30nGR.SIEJFP 


DIA. 452 : 


C.O.L. 1.670" 

HS-G 

90 

616 

9.600 CUP 

10.0 

730 

l., i U' 

UNIVERSAL 

8.6 

593 

11,200 CUP 

7.3 

700 

13,700 CUP 

riTEGROUP 

52 

5/8 

11,300 CUP 

5.8 

682 

12,900 CLIP 


NEVER EXCEED MAXIMUM LOADS. 
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45 colt - hodgdon powders 


AS COLT 

(ROGER. FREEDOM ARMS & T/C ONLY) 


WINCHESTER 

7.28" 1J80* 

WINCHESTER LP 


Hodqdon 


PIIWDER_ 

STARTING LOADS 

OHS. VEL. PRESSURE 

MAXIMUM LOADS 

GRS. VH PRESSURE 

BiiLi rr 240 on. 

SIEJHC 


DIA. .452“ 


C.O.L. 1.608“ 

1(4227 

200 

1169 

20.100 CUP 

260 

1413 

30.000 CUP 

HJ10 

2/2 

1483 

27,900 CUP 

280 

153.? 

33 003 CUP 

BULLET: 250 GIL 

HOY XTP 

■ ’!,• ; 

DiA. .452“ 


C.O.L. 1.603“ 

H4227 

200 

1150 

23.500 CUP 

24.6 

1343 

30.300 CUP 

H110 

25.7 

1398 

27,000 CUP 

26.5 

1455 

29 800 CUP 

BULLET 260 GR. 

NOS PART 


DIA..451" 


C.O.L. 1.650T 

H4227 

220 

1064 

21.000 CUP 

235 

1299 

29.800 CUP 

H110 

23.5 

1351 

27.700 CUP 

24 0 

1374 

30.100 CUP 

BULLET 300 GR. 1 

SPRJFP 


DIA..451“ 


C.O.L. 1.650“ 

11422/ 

19,0 

1051 

23,600 CUP 

223 

1202 

29,900 CUP 

Him 

218 

1191 

26.700 cur* 

222 

1198 

3(1100 CUP 


NEVER EXCEED MAXIMUM LOADS. 

















45 Colt - IMR Powders 


45 Colt - Scot Powders 


Barrel Length: 6* / Case: llnmndy / Overall Length Minimum: 1.560 


BULLET 253 GR. HKMLEAO 

IMR mi 
"HJ-SKOfi* 803-X 
SR 4756 
SR 7fi25 
P3 

‘HI-SKOir 700 X 


Powder Charge Bullet Weight fh Type 


Muzzle Velocity 


230 grain Lead Round Nose 
255 grain I cud Semi-W.ulcuUer 


6.0 grains 
6.3 grains 


Powder Charge Bullet Weight & Type 


Muzzle Velocity 


NEVER EXCEED MAXIMUM LOADS 


8.8 grains 
8.6 grains 


230 grain Lead Round Nose 840 fps 

255 grain Lead Semi Wadcuiter 852 fps 


NOTICE 


"y weapon presented is based upon results obtained in our 
ballistics laborutory. Safe loading practices should be observed at 
all times. Since IMP Powder Company has no control over the 
circumstances of loading, we assume no liability tor the results 
obtained, and wo guarantee only that our powder meets our 
manufacturing standards. 


Powder Charge Bullet Weight 74 Type 


Muzzle Velocity 


6,7 grains 
6.3 grains 


230 grain Lend Round Nose 
255 grain Lead Semi-Wadcutter 


Powder Charge Bullet Weight & Type 


Muzzle Velocity 


8.9 grains 
8.6 grains 


230 grain Lead Round Nose 
255 grain Lead Semi-Wadculier 


Powder Charge Bullet Weight 74 Type 


Muzzle Velocity 


11.1 grains 
11 <> grains 


230 grain Lead Round Nose 
255 grain Lead Semi-Wadentter 
























45 COLT - VIHTAVUORI FOWDICRS 


45 Colt 


PRIMER: WINCHESTER LP 


BARREL: 5.5' 


CASE: WINCHESTER 


CIP max. dimensions in millimetres. SAAMI in inches 


J C.O.L. 1.500“ MAX 

7.1 870 13,00*3 CUP 


BUU-ET: 255 GR.WIN LEAD 


12 . 19 ( 480 );) 
11.58 (. 4 ( 5 ( 3 “) 


12-19 

M8D1 


13.00 

K'-l f ')• 


iw-Vv:, 


1 . 600 ' 


Country of origin: 
Year of introduction: 
Primer: 

P-'lax. bullet diameter: 
P.lax. cartridge length: 
P.lax. shell length: 
flax. CIP pressure: 
Max. SAAMI pressure 


USA 

1875 

Large Pistol 
11.58 mm (.456") 

10.64 mm (1.600") 

32.64 mm (1.285"), trim to 32.50 mm (1.275") 
110 MPa (15900 psi) 

15900 CUP 


This is probably the world's most famous handgun cartridge. It was 
dovoloped for Ihe Colt revolver Model 18/3, or Peacemaker, or Single 
Action Army, or Sixshooter, or Equalizer etc. etc. This was the first service 
breechloading handgun for Iho U.S. Army, but of course, it became known 
in Iho hands ol civilians as "The Gun That Won I he Wesl". 

Because the smokeless powder was nol yet intended, this cartridge 
started as a black powder round, which is also noticeable through Ihe low 
maximum pressure. The generous powder space could lacililale much 
higher pressures and velocities, but there are still too many fragile old guns 
and cases in ihe circulation. Both SAAMI and CIP have seen it fit to limit 
tho .45 Long Colt loadings to a conservative level. 

T oday ll ie round is mostly in nostalgic tun and plinkir.g use, although 
some people do hunt with it. But the reasons musl Sllll he nostalgic 
because modern hurtling pistols like 1/C Contender, or modern double 
Action revolvers like Roger I tedhawk, are chambered for cartridges way 
more efficient than a round Irom 120 years ago. 

For the Itislory buffs wo list some loads here which all remain under the 
CIP maximum pressure level of 110 MPa. 


NEVER EXCEED MAXIMUM LOADS 





J 

1 ■ 


V-v. 

-r—— 

. ■. 

32.64 


1 2ft5 ' : 40.64 












POWDER BURNING BATE CHART 


45 Colt - Vihtavuori Powders 


Current Canister Grade Powders in order of approximate burning rate 
(R1 being the fastest, 748 the slowest) 

This list is approximate only and not to be used for developing loads. 


j TEST COMPONENTS: 

Test barrel: 150 mrn (6"), 1 In 16" twist, manufactured to meet CIP 

minimum dimensions. 

Vihtavuori No. 48 

Remington, trim-to length 32.50 mm (1.279") 


R-1. Norma 36 

N31 t Vihtavuori 37 

TITEVVAD, Accurate Arras 38 

RED DOT, Alliant 39 

CLAYS, Hodgdon 40 

"IH-SKOR” 70O-X, IMR Co. 41 
BULLSEYE, Alliant 42. 

TITKGROUP, Hodgdon 43 

American Select, Alliant 44. 

SOLO 1000, Accurate Arms 45. 
GREEN DOT, Alliant 46. 

INTERNATIONAL, Hodgdcn47. 
PB, IMR Co. 48. 

N320, Vihtavuori 49 . 

WST. Winchester 50. 

No.2, Accurate Arms 51. 

SR 7625, IMR Co. 52. 

HP-38. Hodgdon 53 . 

231, Winchester 54. 

UNIQUE, Alliant 55. 

UNIVERSAL, Hodgdon 56. 

Power Pistol, Alliant 57. 

N330, Vihtavuori 58. 

HERCO, Alliant 59. 

WSP, Winchester 60. 

N340. Vihtavuori 61. 

HI-SKOR" 800-X. IMR Co. 62. 
SR4756. IMR Co. 63, 

NO. 5. Accurate Anns. 64. 

HS-6, Hodgdon 65. 

3N37. Vihtavuori. 66. 

N350, Vihtavuori 67. 

BLUE DOT. Alliant 68. 

No. 7, Accurate Anns 69. 

2400. Alliant 70 


No. 9, Accurate Anns 
RI23, Norma 
N110, Vihtavuori 
11110, Hodgdon 
296. Winchester 
IMR4227, IMR Co. 
114227, Hodgdon 
SR475.9, IMR Co. 

1680. Accurate Anns 
200, Norma 
Reloader 7. Alliant 
IMR4198, IMR Co. 
114198, Hodgdon 
N120, Vihtavuori 
H322, Hodgdon 
2015 BR. Accurate Arms 
N130, Vihtavuori 
1MR3031, IMR Co. 
N133. Vihtavuori 
H335, Hodgdon 
NI35, Vihtavuori 
2230, Accurate Anns 
2460, Accurate Anns 
114895, Hodgdon 
IMR4895. IMR Co. 
RELODER-12, Alliant 
IMR-432Q, IMR Co. 
3100, Accurate Anns 
IMR 4064, IMR Co. 

202, Norma 
2520, Accurate Anns 
RELOPBR-15, Alliant 
N140, Vihtavuori 
VARGET, Hodgdon 
748, Winchester 


Primers 

Cases: 


Relo ading Data, English Units: 

th'l d _ ’ Pova 

Weigh! Type Mfg. • 0.A.1: Typ 
[Qfsi v ■ |tn.| ■ 

180 ' 3 b-SWU liitu.irjsl 1.57b N.32 


Pressure 


'etedii' Pressure 

■MJ Igs'L 

115a .155(10 
1374 15500 

1365 15500. 

J4<)6 15500 

1312 15500 

1247. 15500 

125q 15500 

1263 15200 

1115 1550D 


.v-lgix 

HPXTP 

TPJ. 


Pb-U 1 N 


INDICATES MAXIMUM LOAD - USE WITH CAUT 

LOADS LESS THAN MINIMUM Cl IAHGES SHOWN AHE NOT 


ION! 

RECOMMENDED 






















.45 Colt - Lyman Bullets 


Reloading Data Introduction: 

The Hala listed in (hi* section have been tested by cmr technicians and 
found to be safe when fouled will) our leal components and fired (under our 
laboratory controlled conditions) in our testing equipment. Since Lyman 
Products Corporation ha* no control over the manufacture of the various 
components listed, the actual loading, choice or condition of the firearm* and 
components used, no responsibility for use of this data is implied or assumed. 
Components: 

The reader should hear in mind that die components listed arc not of 
Lyman manufacture. Therefore, it i* imjiossiblc that production changes 
affecting ballistic performance can occur at any time without our knowledge. 
If there is ever a question na to the correctness of the component specified, 
write to it* manufacturer. 

Starting Load: 

It is essential that the rcmler liegiu with the suggested weight of |K>wdci 
in this bracket and woik up slowly (following load development 
precautions) to bis best performing load The novice should use only the 
"starling load" for a period of lime until he builds confidence and experience. 
Never decrease this charge as an increase in pressure could be encountered, 
Maximum Loud: 

All loads which are listed as maximum were tested and classified as 
maximum by our technician* in accordance wiih our laboratory standards. 
Under no circumstances should these loads lie exceeded, nor should they 
be quickly accepted by Hie reader as a safe working maximum for hia 
particular rifle or pistol. 

Many rcloadcrs misinterpret the meaning of the "maximum loud " They 
wrongly assume that if n high pressure load proved safe in a test laboratory 
then it is equally safe under any and nil conditions. This is not true. The 
reader must start with the "starting load" and work up his load carefully. 
Working with his particular firearm and component combination, he may 
encounter signs of execs* pressure before he reaches the maximum charge 
listed. 

'nic technician classifies a load as maximum after carefully considering 
many aspects of its ballistic performance. The maximum average pressure 
of (lie load is not the only criteria. Often a load having an acceptable 
maximum average pressure will be rejected (or reduced) due lo ils erratic 
performance. Accuracy must also be considered, particularly when dealing 
with cast lead alloy bullets. In all instances, the maximum listing represent* 
what our technician* consider to be the maximum working combination for 
the bullet, powder ami caliber listed These loads do nol exceed SAAMI 
standards. 

Accuracy Loads: 

Wien a load is noted as such in the data tables proper, it means that the 
given combination of components produced the most uniform internal 
ballistic* of any loud tested utilizing that particular bullet design. 
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45 Colt - Lyman Bullets 







Unless noted in "Comment*," the accuracy load whs nol fired nI target*. 
The load, however, docs have a high potential- assuming all cxlernul factors 
are oplimun— for producing outstanding accuracy since uniform iittcrnul 
ballistics arc critical to accuracy on target. You cannot have one without the 
otlier. 

Test Parameters: 

Velocities shown were taken at fifteen feet and not corrected to the 
muzzle. 

Each test siring began with u clean dry barrel and consisted of ten shots. 

Loads exhibiting erratic internal ballistic* were not per*usd. 

We had no problem with leading in any of our testing. 

Hullels: 

Bullet numlicrs arc luted in the introductory *|H.-cific«tion* for each 
cartridge ami in the headline above die appropriate data hlock-along with an 
illustration of that particular bullet. 

Please note these bullets are artists' rendering. Comparing your bullet 
against the drawing could reveal minor differences. Furthermore, minor 
changes lire sometimes made to bullets. These drawing*, which appear 
throughout the data sections, are for general reference only and nre nol 
intended lo be a precise representation. 

Bullet alloy is noted ax i* the exact weight of each tested bullet. 

Not all cart bullet* within a given caliber are intended to |<erform 
equally. We have used them in the most appropriate chainin'ring* 

Powders: 

We have limited our testing to those powders which are manufactured in 
the United Stales and which are readily available lo the consumer. The 
following brands are listed; Dupont (now IMR), Winchester, Hercules, 
Alcan, I iodgdon und Oeurhart Owen. 

Compressed Loads: 

All compressed loud* arc indicated with a +. Depending upon the 
volume of the specific cartridge ease used by the reader, he may, or may not, 
have dilVk'nlty starting bullets in such loads. If the bullet will nol start, reduce 
the load miIIu icntly so that 1/10* of space remains in the ease neck. Start the 
bullet into die ease and use whatever additional pressure is required to fully 
seat the bullet Failure la comply could result in a bulged ease. 

Filler Wads: 

Dacron filler wad* in the form of I /4-inch (hick bailing were used in 
conjunction willi cast bullet loads, where indicated. This material can be 
purchased in most yard-goods stores. It should lie cut into squares, which 
seal the ease. 

When developing a load, if * wad is desired, its should be used from tlic 
beginning as the eliargc weight is increased. It should never be added as an 
afterthought, once a maximum load has been established, since il* presence 
could result in a pressure increase of 2,000 CUP or more. 
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Lube: Pistol 


POWDER 

WT. IN 
GRAINS 

MUZ 

va 

POWDER 

WT. IN 
GRAINS 

MUZ 

VEL 

SR 

23.0 

1284 

HS6 

•13.9 

1286 

4759 

21.0 

1177 

*12.9 

1198 

IMR 

*21.5 

1204 

231 

10.0 

1242 

4227 

*19.5 

1089 

9.0 

1128 

Blue Dot 

14.9 

13.9 

1232 

1131 

Bullsaye 

9.0 

8.0 

1107 

976 


Wt. 250 GR. 

Dia. .452" 

Lube: Pistol 



POWDER 

WT. IN 
GRAINS 

MUZ 

VEL 

POWDER 

WT. IN 
CHAINS 

MUZ 

VEL 

2400 

*17.9 

*15.9 

1242 

1121_ 

231 

9.3 

8.8 

1085 

1022 

HS7 

*15.0 

*13.0 

1239 

1088 

Bullseye 

9.0 

8.0 

1123 

992 

SR 

7625 

10.0 

9.0 

1242 

1113 

700X 

8.7 

8.2 

1135 

1062 

■denotes use of cci ciso mac mum PRIMER 
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45 Colt - Accurate Powders 


Introduction 

I here has been a re-evaluation of the criteria tor selecting data 
for inclusion. This means there will be some disagreement with 
previous data. Tire data in this guide takes precedence over all 
prior publications. Previous editions oi this loading guide 
should be discarded 

For instance, we left out load combinations that worn 'position 
sensitive'. This is what occurs when the load density is low. 
Velocity with the powder at the bullet is different (rom the velocity 
with the powder at the primer. More of these were noted with the 
bait propellants than with the extruded propellants. 

In light of Ihe growth o! IPSC shooting, 38 Super Auto loads that 
make the 'major' classification (bullet weight x velocity => 175,000) 
are identified. While we have tested many combinations o( 
components in 3mm Luger to attempt to meet 'major' require¬ 
ments. we have not been able to find a load that makes the power 
door tor 'major' without exceeding SAAMI pressure recommen¬ 
dations. And while we were able to find loads for 38 Super Auto, 
ihey were not with lighter bullets. Turn 1o the data section tor 
specific details. 

In the charge tables, Ihe 'START' charge listed for each load is 
our suggested beginning point with Ihe components listed. There 
is the possibility that changing the named components could 
cause the maximum charge to be excessive. Itius a reduction of 
Ihe charge would be necessary. Some batches of military brass 
may require reducing the maximum charge by 8-12% to keep 
chamber pressure in line. __ i 

If you find signs of excessive pressure while using 
loads in this loading guide, STOP TESTING and verify all 
data and loading procedures. If they seem to be in order, 
check with our iab facility before proceeding. 

Charge weights were obtained using industry standard pres¬ 
sure barrels. When time permitted, off-the-shelf weapons were 
used to obiam velocity figures. The guns used are noted. 

In reloading, the prime concern should always be SAFETY. 
Always wear eye protection when reloading, even when working 
with the 'non-volatile' components. Always keep the reloading 
area clean. Never have more than one propellant within easy 
reach at any given time. Avoid having similar looking bullets ot 
different weights on the bench at the same lime. Read the safety 
notes before loading. 

We have not found magnum primers to offer any particular 
advantage with our handgun powders. But, there are some rifle 
cartridges where they were used. 

Handgun loads using the slower powders (No.7, No.9. and 
1680) reguirc- heavy crimp and high bullet pull to insure consis¬ 
tency - particularly with cast bullet loads or in extremely cold 
weather. Re sure your dies are capable of this, otherwise the 
consistency of the load will be atfected. 

In the text, bullet weights lor cast bullets - identified by (L) are 
actual weights, not the nominal weights. 
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.45 COLT - ACCURATE POWDERS 


The .45 Colt was introduced as one of 
the first cartridges for the Model P Colt 
Single Action Army revolver. 

This cartridge was adopted by the 
U.S. Army in 1875 and served ns their 
official military handgun cartridge for 17 
years. 

As originally developed, the .45 Colt was loaded with 40 grains of FFg powder with a 255 
grain loud bullet for about 810 FPS. . 

The .45 Colt has been around for 120 years and Still has n loyal following. It has become 
popular to fire higher pressure loads in modern revolvers such as the Huger Blaekhawk. Firing 
such loads in the blackpowdor revolvers and replicas have caused disastrous results. 

The large case capacity of the .45 Colt combined with its low SAAMi Maximum Average 
Pressure of 14,000 C U P produces a cartridge that cannot efficiently utilise most modern 
smokeless propellants. Accurate Nitro 100 is an excellent choice to produce consistent 
ballistics at low pressures due to its low bulk density and excellent ignition characteristics. 



.45 COLT 


Gun 

DOUGLAS 

Max Length 

1.286 

Barrel Length 

7'St- 

. T/im Length 

1 265 

Primer 

CCI 300 

OAL Mex 

1 GOO 

Case 

WW 

OAL Min 

1.550 


jl Bullet 

5tA»r LQAOS 

Powder GroVn 

Vol. 

MAXIMUM LOADS 
PottOor Great* 

Vol 

cor. 

CartAfeo 

Looglh 

Commerd 

215 tU SWC 

N100 

6 3 

846 

NIOO 

7.0 

001 

14.000 

1 575' 

CP 


No. a 

to a 

904 

No.5 

12.1 

1027 

12.500 



225(U FN 

NIOO 

G.2 

821 

NIOO 

6.9 

933 

13, BCG 

1 520* 

• CP 


No.5 

13.9 

9C9 

NO.5 

12.1 

1033 

13,000 



240 (L) SWC 

NIOO 

5.9 

799 

NIOO 

6 0 

908 

14,000 

l 670- 

Qomnnls 


No.5 

10.2 

869 

NO.5 

11.3 

9B8 

14.000 



255 (L) SWC 

NIOO 

5.0 

780 

NIOO 

8.2 

006 

13,400 

1 600* 

LY454424 


No.5 

9.4 

846 

No.5 

10.4 

98i 

13.400 



SRA 186 JMP 

NIOO 

0 8 

944 

NIOO 

7.6 

1373 

14.000 

l 57fi* 



No.a 

10 8 

946 

No.5 

12.0 

1075 

12.200 



MOV 200 XI p 

NIOO 

6.4 

878 

NIOO 

7 1 

998 

13.900 

1.595* 



No.5 

10.4 

938 

No.5 

11.5 

1032 

13.400 



HCY 230 XTP 

NIOO 

6.1 

793 

NIOO 

6.8 

901 

14.000 

1.895" 



No.5 

9.9 

QS3 

No.5 

11.0 

969 

14.000 



SDA 240 JHP 

NIOO 

6.0 

774 

NIOO 

6.7 

B8C 

14.000 

1.590- 



No.5 

9.5 

854 

No.5 

10.5 

97C 

14.000 



HOY 250 XTP 

NIOO 

00 

016 

NSOU 

6 7 

700 

U 000 

1 870' 



No.5 

9.9 

704 

No.5 

11.U 

800 

54.000 



8PR 200 JHF 

NIOO 

5.9 

598 

NIOO 

6.5 

*379 

13.300 

1 BOO* 



No.5 

9.5 

071 

NO.5 

TO 0 

782 

14.1100 




• Oral SAAMI MAX OAI. 
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.45 Colt - Accurate Powders 


(Roger & T/C Loads Only) 

.45 COLT [ROGER & T/C ONLY)_ 

This loading data was developed in | |TN~--— y. ___ 

response to shooters' request for more ' I ’ 1 

powerful loads for use in Ruger and T/C ui»™' 

handeuns - ilk_ 

These louds develop (he same pres- _ J 

sures as -t-P .45 ACP loads. Despile l——-— - —— j 

occasional recommendations by other-----------| 

sources, do not handload .45 Colt ammo 

to .44 Magnum pressure levels. The 45 Colt brass is not as strong as .44 Magnum cases. 

Those loads must not be used in older, weaker firearms but should prove entirely 
satisfactory in tne firearms for which they are intended. 


45 COLT (RUGER & T/C ONLY) 


Gun 
Barrel Length 
Primer 
Case 


DOUGLAS 
?W 
CCI 300 
WW 


Max Length 
Trim Length 
CAL Max 
OAL Min 


1.285 
1.265 
1 6CO 
I 550 


4TART LOADS 
fONCfer Giclni V«i 


C amid s* 

C-U-f. lonQtt* Ccmmont 


MAXIMUM LOADS 
P©*c*t Grain* Vnl 


Puiier 


2i5 (USWC GC 


P0.7CO 1.550- CP 
20. BOO 
20.900 


0 0 1162 

13.6 1239 

16.6 1254 


12 2 1000 
14 9 1104 


225 (L) SWC 


7.9 1005 

12 2 1076 

14 3 1087 


3.9 1U2 

136 1223 


20.000 1.575- CP 

21.400 


8 fi 1007 
13.5 1210 

16.2 1207 


20.300 1.603 ‘ CP 

20.900 


24M IU SWC 


U 354 N100 

• 1 T010 No.5 

1 1062 No.7 


8.4 10B4 

2.3 1148 


20,300 1 570* Cfenmnts 

20.030 


!5 7 1196 


20.603 


25a a) swf: 


20.200 1 GOO - LY464424 


136 1C10 

15.3 1038 











43 UOL'l - ACCURATE t'OVVDEKS 



(Ruger & T/C Loads Only) 


3 BUlUet 

START 10 
Powder 

*0$ 

Ciort 

Vet 

MAXIMUM LOWS 
Porftfor S’oini 

Vcl. 

C.u.p. 

OartifcJg* 

L*nnlh Ccmmitfii 

280 <L) TC 

N100 

8.9 

665 

NIOO 

7.7 

003 

19.100 

1.650' ’ L8T 


No.5 

9.9 

801 

No.5 

11.0 

1012 

IB. 300 



No. 7 

12 6 

940 

No. 7 

14.C) 

106B 

19.033 



No.9 

16.8 

gga 

No.9 

* 17.5 

1134 

19.303 


300(U FN 

N100 


N/R 

NIOO 


N/R 


1.585- DAJ 


No.5 


Nt'R 

No.S 


N/R 




No.7 

11.7 

ao4 

No. 7 

13.0 

914 

1U.2CO 



No.9 

13 5 

795 

1*0.9 

15.0 

007 

17.SCO 


SRA 200 FPJ 

N100 

8 3 

1021 

NIOO 

9.2 

1160 

19.300 

1 660' 


No.6 

13 1 

1120 

No.5 

14 6 

1273 

20.000 



No. 7 

14.8 

1055 

No./ 

16.4 

1199 

15.300 


HDY 230 RN FMJ 

NIOO 

7.8 

933 

NIOO 

0 7 

1060 

19.600 

1.800* 


No. 5 

11.7 

moo 

No.5 

13.0 

1136 

18.603 



No. 7 

13.9 

1016 

No.7 

15.4 

1157 

18,503 


SRA 240 JHC 

N100 

7.7 

920 

NIOO 

6.5 

1C45 

20.100 

1.570' 


No.5 

11.7 

970 

Nu.S 

13.0 

1102 

15.300 



No.7 

14.0 

1010 

No. 7 

15.5 

1140 

20.400 


NOS 250 JHP 

NIOO 

7.5 

887 

NIOO 

8.3 

1000 

18.300 

1 585“ 


No.5 

10.9 

002 

No.5 

12.1 

1023 

18.100 



740.7 

13.7 

971 

No.7 

15.2 

1103 

19.800 


SPR 260 JHP 

NIOO 

7.3 

862 

NIOO 

8.T 

980 

19.700 

1.595- 


No.5 

»07 

900 

No.S 

119 

1023 

19.3CO 



No. 7 

13.5 

953 

No. 7 

15.0 

1003 

19.400 


SPil 300 SP 

NIOO 


N/fi 

NIOO 


Ni'fl 


1.505* 


No.5 


Nr'H 

No.5 


N/R 




No. 7 

. 11.7 

730 

No. 7 

13.0 

830 

20.300 



No.9 

13.5 

745 

No.9 

15.0 

047 

19.200 


HDY 300 XTP 

NIOO 


N/R 

NIOO 


N/R 


1 580*' 


No.S 


N/R 

No.5 


N/R 




No. 7 

11.7 

693 

No. 7 

13 0 

788 

20,700 



No. 9 

13.5 

710 

No.9 

15 0 

807 

19.500 



• Over SAAMI MAX OAL 


SHOOTER S LOG 
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MAXIMUM ICAM 
Powder Giolm Ved 


JIA*T IOAO) 
Powder G i 


Ccrtic9<i 

Icrity* Comment 


45 tOLi - ACCURATE POWDERS 


(Rifle Loads) 


The .4f> Colt carbines 
ere another example of 
Americans’ affinity for a 
handgun and carhitie 
chambered for the some 
cartridge. 


O0Oll.-tSmrti| 


I QO r^nmi 


The data shown below " ' ———. 

are the same loads devel¬ 
oped for use in the Roger Revolver and T/C Contender single-shot handgun. 


These loads were fired through a IGVa" barrel Winchester Mode! 9-1AL carbine. 


Our data does not exceed the pressures of .45 ACP I P loads. These loads are intended only 
for nse in modern carbines chand>ered for the .45 Colt cartridge. 


Gun 

Darnel l ooijlh 

Primer 

Case 


Max Length 
Trim Length 
OAL Max 
OAL Min 


2C.7CC 1 .550" Penny's 

20.BOC 

2D 900 


NIOO 

Md.U 


20,300 ’».570* Clemenls 

20.000 

20.600 


2U.200 ^ fiflO* LY452424 

I8.2UH 
19.700 
20.1 00 

























.45 Colt - Accurate Powders 
(Rifle Loads) 



280 (U TC 

N100 

B 0 

DAI 

NIOO 

r.7 

10BI 

19.100 

1.650” * LOT 


No. ft 

09 

971 

No.A 

11 0 

1103 

15.300 



No 7 

ire 


No.7 

HO 

IP 62 

19.000 



Non 

»&.e 

1198 

No. 9 

ITS 

1301 

10 3CC 


300 (U PH 

NIOO 


bun 

NIOO 




1-S«5- D&J 


No ft 


N**R 

No.5 


HU* 




Hof 

11.7 

1036 

NO. 7 

1.10 

1 142 

19.200 



Ho. 0 

t.i a 

1001 

No.9 

111 1) 

1 MB 

17.600 


SRA 200 PPJ 

N100 

53 

1136 

N10U 

V 7 

I7B1 

10.300 

1.585 * 


No ft 

l . i 

1234 

No 5 

H 0 

U07 

20.UCO 



No 7 

145 

!U83 

No 7 

iei 

1711 

16 30) 


HOY 230 RN fW.) 

NIOO 

70 

1067 

NIOO 

a t 

1711 

19 500 

: 6WT * 


No ft 

11 l 

1117 

No.5 

no 

VOW 

15 600 



No r 

1X0 

1076 

No. 7 

15 4 

1771 

I • • " 


SRA 240 JHC 

Ninn 

r,7 

1030 

NIOO 

0 5 

1170 

20. ICO 

1.590' 


No ft 

117 

1C67 

No.5 

110 

1212 

18 3CO 



No r 

1. ( 

1061 

Mo. 7 

15 ft 

1225 

20 4IM) 


NOS 2SO JMP 

NIOO 

76 

967 

NIOO 

H 3 

1009 

19.330 

1 50S* 


No ft 

10 0 

963 

No. 5 

12 1 

' 1117 

16.103 



No. 7 

| f 

1058 

No. 7 

15 7 

120? 

10.603 


SPR 2fi0 JHI* 

NIU(I 

7.3 

050 

M 1 CIO 

5,1 

1050 

19.700 

I.Sflfl* 


No A 

107 

1000 

No. 5 

it a 

ii :m> 

19,300 



No. 7 

13 fl 

1046 

No 7 

IS 0 

t mu 

19.400 


SPR300SP 

NIOO 


N.-A 

NIOO 


u*n 


1 585- 


No ft 


N.*H 

No 5 


Nm 




No V 

117 

Oj 

No 7 

130 

1023 

20.300 



No 0 

i3 a 

906 

No.9 

15 U 

*030 

10.200 


HDY 3CO XTP 

NIOO 


N/R 

NIOO 


N/n 


1.580* 


No S 


N.'R 

No.9 


N/H 




No T 

it / 

, :r= 

No. 7 

13 0 

1030 

20 2CO 



No V 

135 

966 

No 9 

190 

1055 

10600 



* Over SAAIX M®«. r .»■■■ OA1 


SHOOTER’S LOG 


I 
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45 Colt - An i ant Powders 




STARTING LOADS 


MAXIMUM LOAOS 


BUIIK 

POWOER 

GRS. 

VEL 

CUP 

POWDER 

GRS. 

VEL. 

CUP 

185 

Unique 

8.5 

912 

11,400 

Unique 

9.5 

1001 

14,000 

Ufl. 

Bullseye 

6.0 

859 

12.000 

Bullseye 

7.0 

976 

14,900 

200 

Unique 

80 

838 

11,600 

Unique 

9.0 

883 

14,400 

OR, 

Bullseye 

5.5 

821 

12,100 

Bullseye 

6.5 

892 

15,000 

225 - 

Unique 

7.5 

759 

12.400 

Unique 

8.5 

829 

15.100 

230 

Bullseye 

5.0 

744 

12.000 

Bullseye 

6.0 

824 

15.400 

GH 









240 - 

Unique 

7.0 

720 

11,800 

Unique 

8.0 

788 

14,900 

250 

Green Dot 

6.5 

729 

13.000 

Gieen Dot 

7.5 

800 

15,600 

OR 









260 

Unique 

7.0 

709 

12,000 

Unique 

80 

770 

15,600 

OR 

Green Dot 

6.0 

698 

12.600 

Green Dol 

7.0 

756 

15.000 

275 

Unique 

7.0 

667 

13.100 

Unique 

7.5 

705 

15,200 

GR 

Green Dot 

5.5 

636 

13,000 

Green Dot 

6.5 

711 

16.000 

300 

Unique 

60 

634 

13.100 


m 

689 


OH 






m 


■H 


NEVER EXCELD MAXIMUM LOADS. 


I , 

(Source: Ilodgdon Reloading Manual H 26 ) 





























.45 Colt - IIodgdon Powders 



45 COLT 


Dating back to 1873, the 45 Colt joins the 44 WCF and the 
45-70 as the longest surviving cenlerfire cartridges that are still 
chambered in regular production handguns and rifles. 

In the early days, lire standard barrel groove diameter for the 
45 Colt was .454 inch. That was changed to .451 to 452 inch after 
World War II. Unfortunately, reloading dies were a bit slow to 
catch up, and as Inti: as early 1980, dies failed to size the case neck 
enough lo hold a more modern .451 or .452 inch bullet. Moreover, 
cylinder throat diameters in (’olt sixguns have remained .456 to 
.457 inch in deference to those old .454 to .455 inch swaged lead 
bullets that were loaded over black |X)wder. 

The net result is tin inside neck diameter of .449 inch is 
needed to hold 451 lo .452 inch bullets and something close to 
.453 inch to provide a proper grip on cast or swaged lead bullets 
sized to .454 or .455 inch. Either way, the case is still big, and 
small doses of fust burning powder tend to wander around inside 
the case, causing wide velocity variations. To eliminate velocity 
spread problems with light charges use TITEGROUP. This powder 
was designed to be used in large cases with light charges and still 
maintain uniform velocities no matter what the powder position. 

Two sets of data follow one for standard and early Colts 
and one for modern revolvers and single shots. Only those listed 
should be used with I he higher pressure data. 


0.9130 in, 119 00 mm) 


0,4000 in, [13 14 mm) 


l_2©5 O in. 13364 mml 


0.0600 In. [1.93 mm) 


WINCHESTER 

B&r:eh 7.25" 


WINCHESTER LP 


tWifet: ■MB ' 1 
T.;r 1.280" 


51 




45 Colt - Hodgdon powders 



pownrR 

STARTING LOADS 

CRS. VEL. PRESSURE 

MAXIMUM i dad:; 

GRS. VEL. PRESSURE 

BULLET: 160 GR. CAST LRNFP D!A. .45?' 

1 

C.O.L 1.480" 

IJNIVERSAI 

6.5 

793 

7.400 CUP 

9.5 

1197 

12.900 CUP 

HP 38 

6.5 

917 

7.700 CUP 

90 

1177 

13.800 CUP 

TITf GROUP 

GO 

932 

6.000 CUP 

70 

1051 

9.100 CUP 

CLAYS 

5.0 

907 

7500 CUP 

64 

1083 

13.509 CUP 

BULLET. 180 GR. CAST LRNFP 

DIA. .452“ 

C.O.L. 1.MOT* 

UNI VC RSAl 

6.5 

791 

7,100 CUP 

9.2 

1161 

13,900 CUP 

1 IP-38 

60 

B38 

6,508 CUP 

82 

1087 

13,908 CUP 

TUI GROUP 

60 

918 

8,603 CUP 

69 

1020 

18,980 CUP 

CLAYS 

48 

340 

7,980 CUP 

6.0 

1016 

13 800 CUP 

BULLET: 208 GR. CAST LP.MFP 

D1A. .452* 

C.O.L.1.600T I 

UNIVERSAL 

6 4 

749 

5.700 CUP 

68 

1067 

13,608 CUP 

HP-38 

59 

761 

5.809 CUP 

6.0 

1092 

13,809 CUP 

TITEGROUP 

6.5 

933 

9.300 CUP 

7.7 

1050 

12,7110 CUP 

CLAYS 

4.6 

777 

5,900 CUP 

5,9 

1)31 

13,100 CUP 

BULLET: 200 GR. HDYCTP 


DIA. .452" 

C.O.L. 1.600" I 

HS6 

11.7 

994 

9.700 CUP 

130 

till 

13.900 CUP 

UHfVlHSAI 

80 

915 

9.600 CUP 

90 

1066 

13.900 CUP 

HP-38 

78 

956 

11.000 CUP 

87 

1048 

14,000 CUP 

TITEGROUP 

67 

899 

9.609 CUP 

75 

669 

12,703 CUP 

BULLET: 215 GR. CAST LRNFP 

DIA. .452" 

C.O.L 1.650“ 1 

UNIVERSAL 

G.6 

777 

5.3-30 ( HI 

6.6 

1001 

13,800 CUP 

HP-38 

59 

758 

5.900 CUP 

7.8 

965 

13,500 CUP 

TITEGROUP 

62 

881 

8,600 CUP 

7.2 

963 

12,100 CUP 

CLAYS 

46 

754 

6.400 CUP 

57 

889 

13.100 CUP 

BULLET 233 GR. CAST LRIIFP 

QiA. .452“ 

C.O.L 1.580" 

UNIVERSAL 

65 

761 

£500 CUP 

fil 

975 

13 890 CUP 

HP-38 

56 

738 

7,300 C'JP 

7.3 

941 

13 700 CUP 

TIT LGR0LIP 

5.8 

857 

10.300 CUP 

6 5 

934 

13,000 CUP 

CLAYS 

4 4 

734 

7,600 CUP 

5.4 

865 

13,900 CUP 

BULLET 250 GR. CAST LRMFP 

DIA. .452“ 

C.O.L. 1.688" 

IIS 6 

90 

787 

7.800 CUP 

105 

946 

13.300 CUP 

UMIVERSAJ 

66 

742 

5,200 CUP 

78 

941 

13000 CUP 

HP-38 

58 

785 

9.109 CUP 

7 t 

916 

13,900 CUP 

TITEGROUP 

5.5 

8i a 

10.008 CUP 

52 

681 

13,800 CUP 

Cl AYS 

4,2 

713 

8,580 CUP 

5.1 

81/ 

13,400 CUP 
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POWDER BURNING BATE CHART 


45 Colt - Vihtavuori Powders 


Current Canister Grade Powders in order of approximate burning rate 
(R1 being the fastest, 748 the slowest) 

This list is approximate only and not to be used for developing loads. 


j TEST COMPONENTS: 

Test barrel: 150 mrn (6"), 1 In 16" twist, manufactured to meet CIP 

minimum dimensions. 

Vihtavuori No. 48 

Remington, trim-to length 32.50 mm (1.279") 


R-1. Norma 36 

N31 t Vihtavuori 37 

TITEVVAD, Accurate Arras 38 

RED DOT, Alliant 39 

CLAYS, Hodgdon 40 

"IH-SKOR” 70O-X, IMR Co. 41 
BULLSEYE, Alliant 42. 

TITKGROUP, Hodgdon 43 

American Select, Alliant 44. 

SOLO 1000, Accurate Arms 45. 
GREEN DOT, Alliant 46. 

INTERNATIONAL, Hodgdcn47. 
PB, IMR Co. 48. 

N320, Vihtavuori 49 . 

WST. Winchester 50. 

No.2, Accurate Arms 51. 

SR 7625, IMR Co. 52. 

HP-38. Hodgdon 53 . 

231, Winchester 54. 

UNIQUE, Alliant 55. 

UNIVERSAL, Hodgdon 56. 

Power Pistol, Alliant 57. 

N330, Vihtavuori 58. 

HERCO, Alliant 59. 

WSP, Winchester 60. 

N340. Vihtavuori 61. 

HI-SKOR" 800-X. IMR Co. 62. 
SR4756. IMR Co. 63, 

NO. 5. Accurate Anns. 64. 

HS-6, Hodgdon 65. 

3N37. Vihtavuori. 66. 

N350, Vihtavuori 67. 

BLUE DOT. Alliant 68. 

No. 7, Accurate Anns 69. 

2400. Alliant 70 


No. 9, Accurate Anns 
RI23, Norma 
N110, Vihtavuori 
11110, Hodgdon 
296. Winchester 
IMR4227, IMR Co. 
114227, Hodgdon 
SR475.9, IMR Co. 

1680. Accurate Anns 
200, Norma 
Reloader 7. Alliant 
IMR4198, IMR Co. 
114198, Hodgdon 
N120, Vihtavuori 
H322, Hodgdon 
2015 BR. Accurate Arms 
N130, Vihtavuori 
1MR3031, IMR Co. 
N133. Vihtavuori 
H335, Hodgdon 
NI35, Vihtavuori 
2230, Accurate Anns 
2460, Accurate Anns 
114895, Hodgdon 
IMR4895. IMR Co. 
RELODER-12, Alliant 
IMR-432Q, IMR Co. 
3100, Accurate Anns 
IMR 4064, IMR Co. 

202, Norma 
2520, Accurate Anns 
RELOPBR-15, Alliant 
N140, Vihtavuori 
VARGET, Hodgdon 
748, Winchester 


Primers 

Cases: 


Relo ading Data, English Units: 

th'l d _ ’ Pova 

Weigh! Type Mfg. • 0.A.1: Typ 
[Qfsi v ■ |tn.| ■ 

180 ' 3 b-SWU liitu.irjsl 1.57b N.32 


Pressure 


'etedii' Pressure 

■MJ Igs'L 

115a .155(10 
1374 15500 

1365 15500. 

J4<)6 15500 

1312 15500 

1247. 15500 

125q 15500 

1263 15200 

1115 1550D 


.v-lgix 

HPXTP 

TPJ. 


Pb-U1N 


INDICATES MAXIMUM LOAD - USE WITH CAUT 

LOADS LESS THAN MINIMUM Cl IAHGES SHOWN AHE NOT 


ION! 

RECOMMENDED 




















